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It Was Another Great Day
In St. Petersburg

What's Inside
Ensure A Safe, Supervised,
Productive, And Culturally
Enriched Summer For Our
Children

Story on Page A2

Report From The Frontlines:
From West Africa To The U.S.

Mrs. Mozell Davis

Ebony Scholars paying tribute and carrying the
torch

Story on Page A4

North County Achievers
Honored

—

— ——

Governor Charlie Crist, Honoree Vyrle Davis, and Mayor Rick Baker
By: Ersula Knox Odom
Editor
t. Petersburg and the Tampa Area came out in
mass for a black tie event celebrating Vyrle
UJBavis and his lifetime of service to young

people.. The Hilton in downtown St. Petersburg was
filled with well wishers Saturday evening.
Among those honoring Mr. Davis were the
Honorable Mayor Rick Baker, Honorable Governor
Charlie Crist, Reginald Roundtree CBS anchor for
Channel TO News, Commissioner Earnest Williams,

-

Dr. Frita McRae Fisher with her father,
Dr. Freddie McRae

Commissioner Kenneth Welch, and Commissioner
David Archie of Tarpon Springs. And you simply
could not miss the men in red, the dashing members
of Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.
The celebration paid special attention to its
theme, “A Torchbearer”, with silver candelabra and
tributes by torch-bearing Ebony Scholars alumnus.
The program participants cheerfully shared their
first and typical “Vyrle moments”
Reginald Roundtree said, “Vyrle was the first
phone call he received upon his arrival in the Tampa
Bay Area”. He recalled Vyrle’s first words, ” Reggie,

I need you to do something for me”. Vyrle's request
was not to be denied. The words “ho” and “not
possible” do not exit in Vyrle’s vocabulary, he said.
“It’s a great day in St Petersburg,” began the
Honorable Rick Baker’s tribute. He said: “A
successful person does not get there alone. I am/
where Tam because somebody who came before me
threw a rope over the wall.” For the ropes that Mr.
Davis threw over the wall, Mayor Baker read the

'County Commissioner Ken Welch encouraged
the group to be present and proactive during
; public forums that determine budget decisions
/that impact community youth.

800 Gather In Mobile,
Alabama For Links Southern
Area Biennial Meeting

VYRLE
continued on pg. BI

Organizations Strategize To “Stop The Violence
And “Close The Achievement Gap”
By: GYPSY GALLARDO
Special To The Challenger

Story on Page A4

Story on Page B3

Action Step #1 - Street-by-Street Outreach &
Evangelism

History was made on May 19, 2007 when more
than 400 people representing 1804- organizations
signified their agreement to work together toward'
collective action in order to “stop the violence” and
“close the achievement gap” among black youth in
Pinellas County. The group reached consensus on
three concrete action steps that will kick-off a long
term collective aption plan, beginning in South St.
Petersburg.
Citing facts like the 24% graduation rate among
black boys in Pinellas County, and the
overrepresentation of black youth among juvenile
charges and arrests in the City, the group called The
PACT (People Advocating Change Together) called
on meeting participants to consider a collective
action plan to reclaim the future of our youth.

Beginning with a June 2nd door-to-door canvas
in targeted neighborhoods by an expected group of
300 volunteers, the group will work to connect
parents and youth to local resources, and to invite
them to worship with local faith institutions. On that
same day, a separate troop will conduct “Street
Comer Activism” with groups of men visiting
basketball courts, barbershops and street comers to
reach and recruit young men into existing and new
initiatives. The group hopes to recruit as many as two
dozen young men into a one-week retreat called “The
Green Game,” scheduled for July of this year. The
retreat, designed by former drug dealers here in
St. Petersburg, is intended to help troubled youth to
develop career and business skills.
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The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages - be'it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
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COMMENTARIES
We Have The Power To End Stroke

Readership: 80,000 monthly

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords
to every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his
human and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no
man... the Black Press strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt as long as anyone is
held back.
By: Ethel
Johnson,
Publisher

The Weekly Challenger
Newspaper in partnership with
the American Heart Association
is proud to be a Community
Ambassador in the Campaign
“Power To End Stroke”
This week we present
American Heart Association’s
Recommendations.

The Recommendations:
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It’s important to see a healthcare provider
and to have blood pressure and cholesterol
levels checked on a regular basis.
Each of us should know our blood pressure
numbers and keep track of our cholesterol
numbers too.
• Optimum blood pressure is less than
120/80. Pre-hypertension is blood pressure
from 120-139/80-89. Blood pressure that’s
140/90 or higher should be treated through diet
and exercise or, if lifestyle changes don’t work,
with medication.
• Optimum total cholesterol is less than 200.
If total cholesterol is 240 or higher, it’s considered
high risk and should be treated with diet and
some type of moderate physical activity or, if
lifestyle changes don’t work, with medication.

• Cholesterol is divided into two types:
HDL (good) and LDL (bad). It’s important to
keep LDL Under 130. Desirable levels of HDL
are 40 or higher (the higher the better - an HDL
of 60 mg/dL and above is considered protective
against heart disease).
• Blood sugar levels should be, checked
regularly to screen for high blood sugar or
diabetes, especially if it runs in your family. A
random glucose test (non-fasting) reading of
185 or more, or a fasting test reading of 126 or
more, indicates that you may be diabetic. Pre
diabetes, also called impaired fasting glucose, is
a fasting test reading of 100125.

• Taking prescribed medication and
following recommended dietary changes can
keep diabetes under control.
• Overweight and obesity should be
addressed with a sensible diet and physical
activity. A weight loss of even 10 to 20 pounds
can reduce the risk of heart disease and stroke.
• Those who don’t smoke should never
start. Those who do should quit immediately.
Quitting cigarettes can lower the risk of heart
disease and stroke.
• Regular physical activity is important
because it. helps control blood pressure,
cholesterol and weight.

The Difference Between An AD
And A Press Release
Daily we receive calls and mission cannot be accomplished only through
email asking our support in press release or journalism excellence, without
getting the wonderful messages market advertising which is,the lifeline of The
about what is going on in our Weekly Challenger. The amount of space for
community out to the general press release The Weekly Challenger can give to
public. “That is your mission,” citizens in the community depends on the
I have been told. Yes, in part, amount of advertising the community gives to
By: Dianne
Speights,
that is correct. Specifically, our The Weekly Challenger.
General
Therefore, we ask that you help us to get the
mission is to continually strive
Manager
to offer a complete package of word out, that The Weekly Challenger wants to
journalism excellence, and market advertising partner with you, and through the partnership it
while providing the very highest quality of is imperative that you advertise as well as seek
news and information to the African-American free press release. We have Advertising Specials
communities of Tampa Bay. However, this to meet even the smallest budget. Can we count

on you to partner with us so that we can
continue to serve this community for another
forty years?
Oh. So what is the difference between an
AD and a Press Release? When Advertising you
are asking the community to support you in a
way that you will deem some type of profit or
financial gain, i.e. selling tickets, seeking
donations, etc., while a press release is
information of interest to the general public
with no focus on receiving a monetary profit.
Thank you for considering partnering with
this great newspaper.

Support The Troops: Stop The War
It is extraordinary that
George Bush has managed to
position the U. S. military
‘’support the troops” in a role
that is symbolic of the war
fighting policy in Iraq. It has
effectively put the Democrats in
By: Ron
Waiters
a
quandary,
because
the
NNE4 Columnist
American people have been
socialized by the administration to ‘’support the
troops” in a way that it also serves their purpose
to pursue the war.
All of the other rationales for pursuing the
war have soured with the American people, but
the remaining emotional root of their
willingness to follow the administration’s
formulation of the war appears to be ‘’support
the troops.”
It works first, because there was much made
about their introduction into Iraq with less than
effective war materiel such as bullet-proof
vests, armored humvees, and etc. Then, there
seems to be a desire to prove the opposite of the
Vietnam war, that the troops, although serving a
dishonorable war are themselves honorable

people worth supporting. In this, Democrats administration and reconceptualize it'for the
appear reticent to aggressively carry out the American people, First, so that they will not
mandate the American people gave them in the appear to be vulnerable on whether or not they
2006 election to begin to bring the war to a did or did not support tlie troops they have to
close and to do this, they have to disentangle the effectively explain that the troops are not the
honor due to the troops from the dishonor policy, they are the instrument of the policy and
that the funds provided - or not provided - are
accorded the war.
Here, there is an eerie similarity to the .directed to the war effort in general. If Congress
Vietnam war in that between 1970 and 1977 the does not provide the funds for the war effort,
Congress entertained 21 separate attempts by then Bush has to decide whether to put the
members to limit spending by the administration ' troops further into harms way. Second, on the
heels of a majority vote by the Iraq parliament
for the war, and thus, to bring it to a close.
Democrats have begun to go down this road to establish benchmarks of progress related to a
with their first proposal to fund the troops with date for the departure of American troops,
benchmarks of progress by the Iraqi Cheney made a frantic trip to Iraq. There he
government and a date to begin to reposition the repeated the mantra that ‘’if we don’t fight them
troops that has recently been vetoed by Bush. At there, we’d have to fight them here.” But how
this writing, a second attempt is being does he justify Iraq as the center of a ‘’global”
formulated that would fund the troops until late war if the opposition to American policy in the
July with benchmarks, which will probably be Middle East is truly global, finding terrorist
opposed by the Senate, where Democrats are cells even in New Jersey!
even more loathed to appear not to support the
The Democrats cannot just hope to legislate
troops.
their way out of the war in Iraq, they also have
If Democrats are to stop the war, they have to reconceptualize it,, so that the Republican
to climb out of the box created by the Bush logic has no remaining credibility.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ensure A Safe, Supervised,
Productive, And Culturally
Enriched Summer For Our
Children
By: TRINIAL. COX
Special To The Challenger
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American students are graduating from
Pinellas County Schools,
It is enough that African-Americans
represent 16% of'youth 0-17, yet comprise
39% of juvenile court referrals .
It is enough that African-American youth
represent 73% of those under the age of 18
currently in Florida prisons.
Pinellas County Schools will be closed
for the summer. There is no summer school
and only 160 slots are earmarked for youth
employment. For parents, the question is
what plans have you made for your children
for the summer? Parents are encouraged
to work with the NAACP, local youth
development and recreational programs and,
churches to ensure that their children are safe,
supervised, and more importantly, have a
productive summer of READING and
cultural enrichment.
On June 2, 2007, the St. Petersburg
NAACP will host its 74th Annual Freedom
Fund Banquet at the St. Petersburg
Coliseum. This event will showcase the first
African-American law enforcement officers
of the St. Petersburg Police Department along
with the first African-American public
defender of Hillsborough County, Delano S.
Stewart, Esq. Please come and join us in
this salute. Additionally, this is the major
fundraiser of the NAACP for this year.
Donations support our community advocacy
efforts as well as the leadership development
training of the local youth council, and our
resolution center where complaints are
processed and investigated. It also supports
daily information and referral services along
with the GED program.
Tickets and tables are still available to
support these services. Contact the NAACP at
(727) 898-3310 for information Monday
through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. or
you may email us at naacpstpete@verizon.com
for ticket information.

This past weekend we witnessed what the
previous George H. Bush Administration called
a “thousand points of light,” which represents
how grassroots efforts are tiny beacons of
light that can be instrumental in making change
in one’s community. We FIRST witnessed a
powerful meeting of community leaders who
committed themselves to the development and
implementation of a collective action to save our
children. This effort was’organized by People
Advocating Change Together (PACT) and
hosted by Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church. We attended the second
annual Youth and Parent Youth Summit of
Everyone’s Youth United, Inc. This event used
a number of community leaders as well as the
famous Rev. Run from the MTV number #1
family show along with Dr. Benjamin
Chavis, of the Hip-Hop Summit Action
Network to address questions and concerns
of local youth and empower them to make
healthy life choices. The day ended with two
banquets: one attended by Governor Charlie
Crist paying tribute to Mr. Vyrle Davis for his
creation and devotion to Ebony Scholars and
other concerns of the African-American
community. The other banquet highlighted
support of the human service and business
communities to EYU and the youth of Childs
Park and showcased the extraordinary talents
of youth in that community. The St.
Petersburg. National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
supports these efforts and applauds these
organizations and efforts to save odr children.
These events are a clear indication that we
finally understand that “enough is enough.”
It is enough that only 24% of AfricanAmerican males are graduating from Pinellas
County Schools.
It is enough that only 43% of African-
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• Suit World, recently opened in the
Tangerine Plaza, 1754 22nd St. S., has
the latest urban fashions including:
Sean John, Enyce, Ecko, Miskeen,
Sartra, Zengara, Hugo Vitelli, Stacy
Adams and many more. Open 10 a.m.
to 9 p.m. daily and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Sundays. Call 821 -2479 about the lat
est specials.
• The St. Petersburg Clay Company

announces “Fragments of Memory,”
New Figurative Sculpture by Liz Bryant
on display June 1 to16 in the Tim
Salem Gallery, 420 22nd Street S: Open
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Sun. & Mon. Call 896-2529.
• 22nd Street Beauty Supply, 1407

22nd St. S., can meet all your beauty
supply needs from skin care to human
hair and much, much more! Open
Monday to Thursday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.;
Friday, 10 a.m. to10 p.m.; Saturday, 9
a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Sunday, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. Call 321-6898.

• Thinking about revitalizing your front
or back yard? Savannas Nursery, 2601
34th St S., provides you with a selec
tion that no big franchise store offers
with unique flower beds, exotic plants,
fruit and flowering trees. They also sell
pottery, concrete statues and foun
tains. Visit the nursery Monday to
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday,
10a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 864-6344.
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• Too busy to do laundry? No prob
lem! Taligran’s Laundrette,1783 16th St.
S, offers wash, dry and fold service by
the pound. Open 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday to Saturday, 10 a.m. until 4
p.m. Call 895-2116.
• Visit professional licensed barber
Craig Latimer at his newly renovated
location,. 2400 MLK St. S, Ste. A. Lat &
Son’s Family Hair Care says “We need
your head in our business.” Stop in or
make an appointment for your next
haircut, shave or edge. Open Monday
to Saturday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
Sunday by appointment. Now accept
ing applications for licensed barbers.
Call 895-1347.

beneath the stars in beautiful downtown St.
Petersburg. Refreshments will be available at
this family-friendly event. Concert begins at
7:00 p.m., weather permitting, with fireworks
scheduled for approximately 8:30 p.m. No
personal fireworks are permitted on the site;
no pets allowed. The ; event takes place
weather permitting at the new Progress
Energy Center for the Arts.
The Progress Energy Center for the
Arts is located at 400 First Street South
in Downtown St. Petersburg, on the former
site of the Bayfront Arena, adjacent to the
newly renovated Mahaffey Theater. Visit
www.mahaffeytheater.com for directions,
parking, and event information, or call the
Mahaffey Theater at the Progress Energy
Center Box Office at (727) 892-5767. The
First Annual 4th of July Community Band
Concert is sponsored by Progress Energy and
Pinellas County Schools through referendum
dollars. The event is supported by the
Veteran’s Post.

• Ashley Stewart, 3295 Central Ave.,

offers “great fashion at great prices”
for the plus-size woman. The new
retail shop offers its fashion conscious
customers, head-to-toe outfits from
trendy sportswear to lingerie to outer
wear and accessories. Open Monday
to Saturday, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and
Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. Call 321-1219.
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• Red’s Snak Shak, 1701 16th St S,
offers the famous “Big Red” burger,
delicious fried chicken, fish, shrimp
and thick milk shakes! Eat in or take
out. Open Late! Call 822-4442.
• Satisfy your hunger for the island fla
vor at Mair’s Grocery and West Indian
Take-out Restaurant, 2230 MLK St. S.
Mair’s offers delicious American and
Caribbean hot meals, Jamaican beef
patties, curry chicken, curry goat, jerk
chicken, oxtails, plantains, chicken
wings, burgers and fries. The grocery
shelves are stocked with American and
Caribbean products. Grocery: 9 a.m. to
11 p.m. Restaurant: 10 a.m. to 11 p.m.
Call 550-0341.

'
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400 - 49th St South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309

MiDPEMINWLA SEAFOOD
MARKET & RESTAURANT
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• Looking for a good breakfast or lunch
at a reasonable price? Visit Blue Nile,
1600 18th Ave. S. Blue Nile also has a
wide variety of snacks and light gro
ceries. Call 894-6515.

Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. j
Sunday

I

May 24 • Eco-Cruise. USF St. Petersburg, 140
7th Ave. S. 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cruise aboard
a 37-ft. sailboat around Tampa Bay and learn
about fresh water supply and the impacts on
water quality in the area. Space is limited.
Free for USF students, $10 for all others.
www.stpt.usf.edu/waterfront or 873-4597.

May 24 • Unique Lives Presents Dr. Maya
Angelou. Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st St. S. 7:30

p.m. See the legendary Dn Angelou, whose
words have been a source of inspiration, com
fort, encouragement and strength for millions.
$40 to $75. www.mahaffeytheater.com or 8925767.
May 25 • Sunshine Center Health Fair. 330 5th
St. N. 8:30 a.m. to noon. Hearing, vision and
balance checks, blood pressure, eye screen
ings, memory screenings and health informa
tion. Special guest appearance by Miss
Florida. Free. 893-7102.

May 25 • St. Pete Shuffle. St. Petersburg
Shuffleboard Courts, 559 Mirror Lake Dr. N. 7
to 11 p.m. A hip twist on an old game with
music and art. www.stpeteshuffle.com or 8677228.
May 25 • The Giants of Jazz Quartet.

Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st St. S. 7:30 p.m.
Features bassist John Lamb, drummer and
vocalist Patricia Dean, tenor saxophonist Mark
Gould and pianist Charlie Prawdzik. $20.
www.mahaffeytheater.com or 892-5767.
May 26 • St. Petersburg Fire & Rescue Open

House. Downtown Master Fire Station, 455 8th

St. S. 9 a.m. to noon. Meet your neighborhood
firefighters, check out their trucks and show
your support Firefighters Appreciation Week,
Free. 893-7480.
May 26 • Saturday Morning Market. Central
Ave. at 2nd St. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Open air mar
ket - fresh produce, prepared foods, gourmet
baked goods, greenery; handcrafts, gifts,
housewares, and live music. Free. www.saturdaymorningmarketxorn or 455-4921,
May 26 • Academic Financial Services pres
ents 97X Memorial Day Backyard BBQ.

Vinoy Park, Bayshore Dr. & 5th Ave. N.E. 10
a.m. to 10 p.m. Fun family activities, live per
formances by Red Jumpsuit Apparatus and
Shiny Toy Guns, battle of the bands, extreme
sports coinpetitions * motocross, skate board'
ing, and BMX. Tournaments in water jousting,
Bocce bail, volleyball, inflatable games and
more, 892-5060.
May 26 • Classic Auto Show. The Pier, 800

j ■ ■j *—aJh
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Fourth Of July Community
Band Concert At The Progress
Energy Center For The Arts
ST PETERSBURG - On Wednesday,
July 4th the Progress Energy Center (or the
Arts proudly hosts the First Annual 4th of
July Community Band Concert, featuring a
performance of patriotic music by FloriMezzo
Summer Wind Ensemble, followed by the City
of St Pete’s spectacular fireworks display
over the bay!
FloriMezzo is a» nonprofit organization
with the mission to provide performance
opportunities for community professional
and student musicians, increasing the quality
of music education, fostering relationships
within the field of music performance, and
.revitalizing community interest in classical
chamber music. Prior to the City’s waterfront
fireworks, FloriMezzo Summer Wind
Ensemble performs classic patriotic, marches
by Souza, plus familiar works' by Bernstein,
Herbert, Copland, and more.
Admission to the event is FREE! Grounds
open at 5:00 p.m., so bring a blanket or a lawn
chair and enjoy a perfect summer evening

Innol

Gone Fishin’

I

2nd Ave. N.E. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Classic cars
from 1976 and prior on exhibit. Free.
www.stpetepier.com or 418-0628.
May 26 • Krimson Social. Gulfport Casino,

5500 Shore Blvd. S. 7 pirn, to midnight.
Formal fund-raising event with live entertain
ment benefits community service projects and
local charities. $50.
May 28 to 30 • Tampa Bay Devil Rays vs.
Detroit Tigers. Tropicana Field, One Tropicana

Dr, www.devilrays.com or 888-FAN-RAYS.

st.petersburg
www.stpete.opg

Economic Development
Continuing The Progress
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Report From The Frontlines:
From West Africa To The U.S.
predict another war will break out over Control of

the diamond-rich region.
In his St. Petersburg address, Bah will report
and

The Minority Development Committee
(MDC) of the American Cancer Society’s Pinellas

corporations in the conflict and present his

on

Chernoh Alpha M. Bah

ACS Minority Development
Committee Gears Up For
‘07 Gala

the

roles

of foreign

governments

(MDC) of the American Cancer Society’s Pinellas
County Unit proudly announces its 18th Annual

County Unit proudly announces its 18th Annual

Charity Gala. On Friday, June 22nd at the St.

organization's program for the nationalization of

Charity Gala. On Friday, June 22nd at the St.

Petersburg Yacht Club, 11 Central Avenue, the

mining industries and democratization of the

Petersburg Yacht Club, 11 Central Avenue, the

committee will once again host its many loyal

country. (For more on Chernoh Alpha M. Bah,

committee will once again host its many loyal

supporters

visit http://burningspearuhuru.com/tours/chemoh-

supporters

dining,

entertainment and promotion of the program

tour2007/biography.html.)

entertainment and promotion of the program

theme: “Take Control of Your Health by Making

Bah will share the platform at the Enoch

theme: “Take Control of Your Health by Making

Healthy Lifestyle Changes,” The benefit affair

Davis Center with Uhuru Movement founder

Healthy Lifestyle Changes.” The benefit affair
will kick-off with a 6 p.m. Social Hour followed

will kick-off with a 6pni Social Hour followed by

Omali Yeshitela. The St. Petersburg native will
address local residents about current world events

by dinner at 7 p.m,

for

an

evening

of fine

for

an

evening

of fine

dining,

dinner at 7 p.m.
“We look forward to support from the entire

Former child soldier, journalist and political

and his campaign for the unification of Africa into

“We look forward to support from the entire

community at this year’s gala,” reports Ponsina

leader Chernoh Alpha M. Bah will join Uhuru

a single nation, before returning to his schedule of

community at this year’s gala,” reports Ponsina
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Summer Voluntary
Prekindergarten May 29-July 26
Registration is underway for Pinellas County
Schools May 29-July 26 voluntary prekindergarten
program (VPK). Children must be 5 on or before
September 1, 2007, to participate in the summer
prekindergarten program, which will be available
at 13 public elementary schools. The child must
not have been in a VPK program previously.
Td apply for a VPK certificate of eligibility,
parents should go to a Coordinated Child Care of
Pinellas (CCC) office at 6698 68th Ave. N,
Pinellas Park (547-5700); 1510 Barry Road, Suite
G & H, Clearwater (547-4260); 3600 Central
Ave., St. Petersburg (547-4220) or 401 E Martin
Luther King Drive, Tarpon Springs (943-4863,
open 8 a.m.-noon only). They will need the child’s
birth certificate or other proof of age and proof of
Florida residency. After receiving a certificate of

eligibility, parents coinplete the registration
process at the desired school. They will need the
certificate of eligibility, child’s birth certificate,
proof of residency and the report of a physical
exam within the past 12 months.
The following elementary schools will offer a
summer VPK - Belcher, Campbell Park, Clearview
Avenue, Cross Bayou, Douglas Jamerson, Highland
Lakes, John Sexton, Lake St. George, Maximo,
Pinellas Central, Ponce de Leon, Sandy Lane
and Skyview.
Parents who have questions may contact CCC
at 547-5782 from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. MondayFriday. The summer VPK program will run five
days a week, 8 a.m.-3:40 p.m., May 29-July 26.
For more information, corftact Donna Rippley,
supervisor, early childhood programs, 588-6098.'

Healthy Swimming Can Help
You Stay Well

the ’07 gala an elegant and successful affair.”

The

Minority

Development

For information, call Committee Chairperson
Mary S. Jones at (727) 867-7702. Tickets may be

purchased from any member

of

the Minority

Development Committee.

Committee

STOP

action plan. Its members will be drawn from the
10 sub-groups invited to attend the May 19th

continued from front page

meeting; which included clergy, elected officials
and political advocates, civil rights and fraternity

Action Step #2 - Collective Advocacy &
Partnership Efforts
Judging from participants’ feedback at the
May 19th meeting, the need for community-wide
collective advocacy is a top priority, made more so
in light of budget cuts to youth programs in
the wake of the State’s new property tax plan.
Beginning with the May 24th Public Forum to
review the proposed FY08 City of St. Petersburg
Budget, the group will have two dozen advocates
present, some of whom will voice concern about
proposed cuts that will eliminate the Summer
Youth Intern Program and Social Action Funding,
which supports several organizations providing
youth services.
The group is also recruiting advocates to

attend the May 29th Crowley case court hearing to
determine whether a judge will re-locate the trial
to the St. Petersburg courthouse where the jury
pool will include many iriore African-Americans.
The Crowley case is suit against the Pinellas
County School Board for failure to establish
education programs that meet the needs of black
students. It focuses solely on the achievement gap,
the racial disparity in severity of student
discipline, and the graduation rate.
Action Step #3 - The Council of 100 and

Collective Meetings

As a foundation block to the group’s on-going
work, a new group called the Council of 100 will
operate as a democratic decision-making body to
develop and guide a long-term community-wide

and sorority organizations, media, business leaders,

neighborhood associations, experts in Pre-K and
K-12 education, practitioners in the areas of drug-

recovery, ex-offender re-integration and family

services, parents and youth, and youth development

organizations. The Inaugural Meeting of the Council

of 100 is scheduled to take place on June 15th.
Other near-term meetings planned by the
group will include:

Toward the goal of universal after-school
programming, the group will convene a meeting
among faith leaders, after school providers and
local funding agencies to determine how far the
community can move toward universal afterschool programming by the beginning of the
2007-08 school year.
Toward the goal of expanding youth employment
opportunities, the group will host a meeting
among business leaders and youth development
leaders to discuss creating more internship and
employment opportunities, beginning this summer.
Toward the goal of closing the achievement
gap, the group will request a meeting among
Pinellas County School Board and senior
administration officials and local leaders to
discuss the status of the system’s plans, policies
and programs to close the gap.
For more information on the collective action
plan or the new group called The PACT, please
contact Gypsy Gallardo (Co-Chair) at 727-866-0873
or Gwendolyn Reese (Co-Chair) at 727-896-2677.

————————————— ------- ra|

Cryptosporidium, Shigella and Ecoli 0157: H7.
Other RWIs can cause a variety of symptoms,
including skin, ear, eye, respiratory and
neurological infections.
You can adopt healthy swimming behaviors
that will protect you, your family and fellow
swimmers from the spread of recreational water
illness.
Tips for healthy swimming:

There are some 50 miles of beaches and more
than 2,500 commercial pools and spas in Pinellas
County. Each year, residents and visitors alike
make countless visits to recreational water venues
such as swimming pools, water parks, spas, lakes
and beaches. Swimming is the second most
popular physical activity in the country (walking
is first) and the most popular among children.
Unfortunately, recreational water use can also be
associated with drowning, injury and the spread of
infectious diseases.
The week leading up to Memorial Day (the
“official start” of swimming season) is Recreational
Water Illness Prevention Week - a time to highlight
the importance of healthy swimming behaviors
and preventing recreational water illness.
Recreational water illnesses (RWIs) spread by
swallowing, breathing or having contact with
contaminated water from swimming venues. Water
may become contaminated because of poorlymaintained water parks, spas and pools; germs that
are resistant to chlorine; or contamination of
recreational waters due to ruh-off.
Diarrhea is the most commonly reported
RWI. It’s caused by germs such as Giardia,

• Don’t swim when you have diarrhea. You
can spread germs in the water and make others
sick.
• Don’t swallow, pool water. In fact, avoid
getting any water you swim in, in your mouth.
• Wash your hands after using the toilet or
changing diapers. Germs on your body can end up
in the water.
• Take children on bathroom breaks and
change their diapers often. Hearing “I have to
go!” may mean it’s too late.
• Change diapers in a bathroom - not at
poolside. Germs can spread in and around the
pool area and water.
The Pinellas County Health Department
monitors area waters and commercial pools for
safe and healthy swimming conditions. Our
Healthy Beaches program monitors 14 beaches in
Pinellas County. To see sampling results from area
beaches,-visit www.doh.state.fl.us. Select “Beach
Water Quality” from the drop-down menu and
then choose Pinellas County. You’ll see an
explanation of sampling results, along with
information on any advisories/wamings issued that
may prohibit swimming at certain beach locations.

Secretary of the Florida Department of
Juvenile Justice Walt McNeil (r) flew in to join
the meeting with his Assistant Secretary for
Prevention Cassandra Jenkins, and statewide
Director of Faith and Community Initiatives
Andy Hindman (I)

In a powerful display of unity that underscored
the event, Minister Louis Muhammad and Rev.
Louis M. Murphy, Sr. join in prayer

lii!
sill
Ml

An emotional moment occurred when Gypsy Gallardo, co-chair of the Meeting, asked
participants to stand if they had a child or relative who had dropped out or been pushed out
of school, imprisoned, institutionalized, drug , addicted, or involved With criminal activity
Nearly all of the participants had been affected.
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TAMPA BAY NEWS
North County Achievers
Honored

JAMM
Curtain Closes On “Once On This Island”
Westcoast Black Theater Troupe’s Season Finale
During the last three
years, it has been a blessing
to have been able to attend
every Westcoast Black
Theater Troupe (WBTT)
theatrical production. It has
been a learning experience,
expanding my knowledge
of not only the productions,
but also of the authors and
playwrights concerned. A
few productions that I’ve
seen and the (playwright or
author) involved have been
“Black Nativity” (Langston
Whitney Reshard and
Hughes), “Sophisticated
Porter Anderson, III
Ladies” (Donald McKayle),
“Nobody: The Bert Williams Story” (Frank Jenkins),
“Soul Sisters” (Joanne Kpch and Sarah Blacher
Cohen), “One Mo’ Time” (Vemel Bagneris),
“Dreamgirls” (Tom Eyen), and many more.
Just recently, on May 4th, we attended the
WBTT production of “Once On This Island”
derived from the book by Lynn Ahrens. I say “we”
because finally, someone finally took advantage
of my invitation to attend a Westcoast Black
Theater Troupe production. Two lovely ladies,
Dorothy Hill and Ruby Perryman joined my
friend Yvonne Alsup and me on a pleasant journey
to Sarasota. We left St. Petersburg at about 5:30 p.m.
and by 6:15 p.m. we were seated and enjoying a
delightful dinner at Patrick’s Restaurant. After our
indulgence of a scrumptipus desert, we made the
five-minute ride to the Historic Asolo Theater
located in the Visitors’ Center of the John &
Mabie Ringling Museum of Art, 5401 Bay Shore
Road, Sarasota.
Under the artistic and creative genius of
Director Reggie Kelly, “Once On This Island”
was WBTT’s 2006-2007 Season Finale. What better
way to end an enjoyable and successful season.
Kelly also directed the outstanding presentations
of “Nobody: The Bert Williams Story” and
“Dreamgirls.” “Once On This Island,” a musical,
takes place in the French Antilles bringing a
multitude of Calypso rhythms and sultry dances.
It is a beautiful musical story focusing on the poor
peasant girl Ti Moune, an orphan living among
the island’s poor peasants and praying for a future

that seems not possible. Engulfed in the age-old
story of class differences, Ti Moune falls
hopelessly in love with Daniel, an upper class boy,
and the strength of her love is put to the test by the
gods who rule their lives.
The musical begins with a tumultuous storm
with thunder and lightning flashing across the
stage and on the faces and bodies of the villages’
young children and elders sitting around a
campfire. The elders are telling the legendary
story of young lovers Ti Moune and Daniel played
by Whitney Reshard and Porter Anderson, III,
respectively. Both Reshard and Anderson are
superb in their performances of the young, hotblooded lovers. WBTT Artistic Director and
Founder Nate Jacobs plays the role of Ti Moune ’s
father Ton-Ton Julian and Kristen Wilson has the
role of her mother Mama Eualie. Together, they
warn‘their adopted daughter about the heartfelt
pain she will encounter should she continue her
love for the young upper-class boy, Daniel, whose
life she saves after a car crash. However, she fails
to heed their warning, and experiences the
consequences.
1
Solo and ensemble singing and dancing are
plentiful, and the bright costumes light up the
stage, as if in a beautiful rainbow. The scenic
design is most pleasant to the eye and gives off the
easy and laid-back feeling of being on a
Caribbean island. Throw in some great Calypso
music and beautiful sounding voices and
magically, you become paff of the story. Adapted
from the novel “My Love, My Love” by Rosa
Guy, “Once On This Island” is a musical
production that everyone should see. It originally
opened on Broadway in October 1990 and
received eight Tony Award Nominations,
including Best Musical and Best Score.
********

Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive”
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
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Jazz fans - do you have any feedback? I would
like to hear from YOU! Visit riekgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may also
mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o
The Weekly .Challenger, 2500 M.L. King, Jr.
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

Pinellas County Schools
Win Notional Schools Of
Character Award
Pinellas County School system is the only
school district in the United States to win the
National Schools of Character award from the
Character Education Partnership (CEP): Only 10
schools and districts are selected for the
prestigious award by CEP each year.
The nine winning schools and the Pinellas
County School district will be honored at the CEP
national conference November 1-3 at the Hyatt
Regency Crystal City Hotel in Arlington, VA.
The district was notified in late February that
it had been named a State School of Charaeter by
the University of Central Florida and the Golden
Rule Foundation, first step toward being one of 10
national winners. This is the first year a state-level
award has been part of the process. The Pinellas
County school district and two Florida schools
won the state award.
Pinellas County School system was announced
as one of 25 finalists, three districts and 22 schools,
for the national award. In April, personnel from

CEP visited Pinellas County as part of the selection
process. The CEP representatives visited 10
schools, met with school-board members and Dr.
Clayton M. Wilcox, and attended an informal
Commitment to Character discussion at the Gus
Stavros Institute
The University of Central Florida and the
Golden Rule Foundation will honor state winners
at an awards ceremony Wednesday in Orlando.
An early celebration of Pinellas County Schools’
national win will take place during the awards
banquet.
The awards program recognizes schools or
districts that excel in exemplifying CEP’s Eleven
Principles of Effective Character Education™ and
demonstrate an outstanding character education
initiative that yields positive results in student
behavior, school climate and academic performance.
Cross Bayou Elementary in Pinellas Park was
one of 10 National Schools of Character award
winners last year.

The 22nd Annual Joseph Carwise Student
Achievement Awards program and Brunch was
recently held at Harborview Center in Clearwater,
Florida. The program is presented each year to
honor minority students who have excelled
academically in North County Schools and to
encourage them to continue to persevere.
Sponsoring the program are churches,
organizations and individuals who believe that
“children are one of our most important resources.”
Members of the Superintendent’s North County
Advisory Committee are educators, Herman Allen,
Brenda Hunter, Alee Liem, Karalia Baldwin,
Wanda McCawthan, Deloris Bell, Lillie McGarrah,
Alma Bridges, Deloris Milton, Eleanor Breland,
Kim Crawford, Freddie Robinson, Herbert Davis,
Talmadge Rutledge, Kellis Glenn, Panchitta
Carwise, Diane Stephens, Pam Wells, Zerica
Whittingham and Delotis McClendon. Coordinators
of the Committee are Ed Baldwin, Area 3 Director
of School Operations and Dr. Oscar Robinson,
Area I Superintendent. Student Representatives
on the Committee are Cynthia Bouldrick, Palm
Harbor University High, Jasmine Nunn, Dunedin
High, Nathaniel McFarland, Tarpon Springs
High. The Theme for the event was “Education:
The Foundation for Success.” Speaker for the
occasion was Carlton Edwards Owens, II, Esq., a
graduate of Dunedin High and a recipient of the
award as a student. He is a Summa cum Laude
graduate of Morehouse College and John
Marshall Law School in Chicago, Illinois. He is
currently practicing law in the Chicago area. He
is the son of Dr. Psalms Mack and the grandson
of Marcus and Pearl Johnson of Clearwater. He
motivated the students through his address by
using practical examples of how determination is
important to success. He stated that it’s not about
what you learned in the book, it’s what you do
with it. One student described his speech as
powerful.
Mistress of Ceremony was honor Student
Cortney Whitlow, a Senior at East Lake High.
Her proud parents are Fred and Felicia Whitlow.
(Pictured in Photo # 1).
'
Dr. Clayton Wilcox. Superintendent of Pinellas
County Schools indicated that the program is a
true example of students achieving at high levels.
Program participants included Deana Gray of
Clearwater High. Nathaniel McFarland, Tarpon
High, and Majeeda White of Palm Harbor
University High. Invocation was given by Rev.
La Vaughn McNary, local minister and pastor of
Antioch Baptist Church in Spring Hill. Greetings
were extended by Supt. Wilcox, School Board
Chair Mrs. Mary Brown, and Mrs, Pamela Wells,
a member of the Advisory Committee.
Scholarships were presented by Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority of Clearwater, Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority of Clearwater, FAMU Alumni Club
(Clearwater). NAACP (Upper Pinellas County)
and SEPIA of Clearwater. Presentations were
followed by a delicious brunch. Introduction of
the Speaker was by Cynthia Bouldrick, of Palm
Harbor University. Dr. Oscar Robinson presented
the Speaker a Plaque of Appreciation prior to his

address. (Pictured in Photo # 2).
Alec Liem presented framed certificates of
appreciation to sponsors. Diane Stephens
presented the winning essayists. Presentations
were made to alf school honorees. Fdrty
-elementary awards were presented by the
following students; Cheneil Fleary of Dunedin
High, Simone Williams of East Lake High and
Alicia Feazell of Largo High. Thirty eight awards
were presented to Middle School students by7
Jasmine Brown, Countryside High and Emaris
Owens, Dunedin High.
Fifty eight awards were presented to High
School Students. Presehters were Ronelle Bailey,
Palm Harbor University High, Ian Green, Palm
Harbor University High and John Thornton,
Seminole High.
Many happy students celebrated their
accomplishments with their parents, including

Fifth Grader, Christopher Devine with his mother
Ms. Phyllis McIntyre of Skycrest Elementary.
(Pictured in Photo #3).

Largo High Teacher Selected
For U.S. House Fellows Program
Scott Kaplan, social studies teacher in the 21st
Century Learning Center and Teaching Arts
Academy at Largo High, has been selected for the
U.S. House Fellows Program this summer in
Washington, D.C. He will be in the nation’s
capital in late June, working with the Office of the
Historian of the House.
Kaplan, who taught 10 years at 16th Street/John
Hopkins Middle, has been at Largo High since
2001. He teaches American government, world
geography and American history in the magnet
program. A product of Pinellas County Schools,
Kaplan is a 1982 graduate of Gibbs High.
“I will be meeting with members of the
House, and hope to actually go onto the floor of
the House: and learn about the inner workings of

the House of Representatives,” Kaplan says. “I
believe we will be meeting with House scholars.
The concept is to foster greater understanding of
the House of Representatives and then bring that
information back for use in my classroom.”
Kaplan also has been asked to conduct some
teacher workshops in Pinellas County next school
year to share what he learns on the trip.
One teacher from each of 15 House districts'is
chosen for the program each year. The program
rotates atoorig the 435 districts. Kaplan says he
applied never thinking he would be selected. Now
that he has been chosen, Kaplan says he “will be
happy to go and represent our area.”1
For more information, contact Scott Kaplan,
588-3758.

City And Muvico Announce Free Summer Parking For Movie Patrons
ST. PETERSBURG - The city of St.
Petersburg and Muvico Theaters announce that
this summer, parking will be free for all customers
going to the movies at the Muvico 20 Theater
located at BayWalk downtown. Movie patrons can
enjoy free parking throughout the summer at th‘e

BayWalk parking garage, 117 Second Ave. N.
Coinciding with the release of “Pirates of the
Caribbean, At World’s End” - the free parking
begins May 25 and ends September 30.
Parking garage customers should bring their
parking stub into the theater to have it validated
'

1

when they purchase a movie ticket. Then when
exiting the parking garage, drivers must present
the validated ticket to the garage cashier. There
will be no charge for parking for the first four
hours and the charge is $1 for each additional hour.
Parking fees will be handled differently

during event weekends. At the garage entrance,
customers will pay the event parking rate (usually
$5) and at the box office, the parking cost will be
deducted from the price of your movie ticket(s).
In addition, Muvico recently opened a new
IMAX screened theater at BayWalk.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Friday, May 25 - Rick Gee’s JAZZ JAMM - The Giants
of Jazz Quartet presents jazz icon and ever-popular virtuoso
performer, bassist John Lamb; multi-talented Patricia Dean,
who carries the jazz beat on the drums and vocals; and
“heavyweight” of the tenor saxophone, Mark Gould in the
intimate, cabaret atmosphere of the Bayview Room at the
Mahaffey Theater, St. Petersburg. 7:30 p.m. For additional
information call Rick Gee at (727) 866-1844.
Sunday, May 27 - Brasil Arts Festival at Studioat620
from 3 to 6 p.m. EMIT & Brasil Arts presents the second

Brasil Arts Festival featuring bossa nova by the band O Som
Do Jazz, an open batucada drum group led by Alvon Griffin,
paintings by artists represented by Brasil Arts and delicious
snacks catered by the Brasilia Grill.
The Studioat620 is located at 620 First Avenue South in
St. Petersburg. For more information, call 341-4363.

Monday, May 28 - Over 50 Basketball, Laurel Park and
Sandra Sims Terry Community Center, Gymnasium, 509
Collins Rd., Laurel. 6-9:30 p.m.
Come join in the fun! All skill levels welcome. Practices
are on Thursdays from 6-8 p.m. Games are held on Mondays

Publix

Friday, June 1 - The APG Launch Party! A benefit for
the Agape Production Group at Mangroves Bar and Grille,
208 S. Howard Ave.,Tampa, FI. 33606. 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Come lounge with us! The Agape Production Group’s
electrifying vocal artists of this non-profit organization will

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Register now for Adventure Camp at Woodmere Park
June 4-June 29 and July 2-July 27. Each session requires
separate registration. To register, visit http://parksonline.scgov.net
or call 941-861-9870. Adventure Camp gives campers, entering
6th grade through 9th grade children who are ages 11
through 14 as of September 1, 2007 an opportunity for fun
through structured sports, instructional classes, special
events, special projects and field trips. Participants will be
transported to the field trip sites in Sarasota County School

debut at Mangroves-SoHo District. Enjoy the ambiance
packaged to perfection for the ultimate urban sophisticate;
with delicious hors d'oeuvres and an exclusive tasting from a
popular winery this affair is sure to provide a taste of what’s

to come.
• Learn about our future plans and projects.
* Enjoy an array of music from the past and present
featuring selections from: Duke Ellington, Stevie Wonder,

Board buses.
For more information contact the Sarasota County Call
Center at 941-861-5000 and ask about Woodmere Park
Adventure Camp at Woodmere Park.

The Dixie Chicks and more!
Saturday, June 2 - St. Petersburg Branch- NAACP will
host its 74th Annual Freedom Fund Banquet: “Encounter,
Embrace & Protect Equality” at the St. Pete Coliseum,
535-4th Avenue North, St. Petersburg at 7 p.m. Keynote

Wednesday, May 30 - Container Gardening, Twin
Lakes Park, Building 1 Meeting Room, 6700 Clark Road,

Sarasota. 10-11 a.m.
Patricia Porchey, urban horticulture agent with the
University of Florida/Sarasota County Extension will discuss
why container gardening is more than gardening in small
places where there is no access to soil. She will show how to

speaker will be Attorney Delano S. Stewart, Esq. with
featured Emcee, Deiah Riley of ABC Action News - WFTSTV. For more information call (727) 898-3310 or 867-1887.

from 6-9:30 p.m. Must be 50 years of age or older to participate.
For more information contact the Sarasota County Call

create a lavish landscape or enhance a subtle landscape
using containers planted with your favorite flowers and herbs
and a few well-chosen and well-placed containers.

Center at 941-861-5000 and ask about Over 50 Basketball at
Laurel Park and Sandra Sims Terry Community Center.

Registration is required.
For more information contact the Sarasota County Call

Year Anniversary Tour. Buses Depart at 9:00 a.m. from the
Historical Harbor Club, 915 E. Grant Ave. Tampa, FI. 33604.
GET ON THE BUS!! R.S.V.P. today! Call 813-394-6363.

Center at 941-861-5000 and ask about Container Gardening

Vendors welcome. Be a Sponsor or Host a Bus.

Monday, May 28 * Woodmere Park Adventure Camp,
Woodmere Park, 3951 Woodmere Park Blvd:, Venice.

at Twin Lakes Park.

SCAT Summer Youth Passes
Are Back By Popular Demand
The popular Sarasota County Area
Transit (SCAT) Summer Youth Pass went
on sale Friday, May 18. The $10 pass
allows youth up to age 19 unlimited
ridership on SCAT buses through
September 1.
SCAT provides service to beachps,
major shopping areas, all county libraries
and the Sarasota-Bradenton International
Airport. SCAT also provides neighborhood
service in North Port, Englewood and
Venice and connects to the Manatee County
Area Transit (MCAT), which has service to
Bradenton and Palmetto.
‘
The Summer Youth Passes are available
Monday-Friday at the SCAT office, 5303

Pinkney Ave., Sarasota, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and the Downtown Transfer Station ticket
booth, 1565 First St., Sarasota, 7:30 a.m.3:30 p.m.
Accepted forms of payment are cash or
check and proof of age is required for
purchase. Credit cards are not accepted.
The Summer Youth Pass is good on all
SCAT routes excluding SCAT Plus and the
Veterans bus and is not transferable.
For more information about the SCAT
Summer Youth Pass, contact the Sarasota
County Call Center at (941) 861-5000. For
more information on current SCAT services
and schedules, call SCAT at 941-861-1234 or
visit the Web site, http://scat.scgov.net/SCAT.

Chocolate
Nutcracker

Saturday June 16 - The Black Business Bus Tdur, 1

2nd Annual Tampa Bay Tap Dancing
Festival Draws Top Headliners From
The World O Tap Dance
“GOT2 TAP!” Showcase will be held at the Palladium
Theater in St. Petersburg on June 24 at 3:00 p.m. For
dancers all over the map who’ve just got to tap! This
unforgettable all tap dancing show will knock you off your
feet!
Second annual show with four headliners from the
world of tap dance:
• Walter “Sundance” Freeman, from NY and former
Broadway star in Black & Blue and Riverdance
• Ryan Lohoff from Tap Sounds underground from LA
• Michael Boston, from British Columbia and
International tap star of the touring show “Tap Kids”
• Lynn Schwab from NY and faculty member at the
prestigious Steps on Broadway & Tap City

They will perform alongside with tap dancers from all
across the state of Florida that are participating in the Tampa
Bay Tap Dancing Festival. This show will be a high-energy
thrill ride with world-class entertainment for an all tap
dancing extravaganza. Their appearance and exhilarating
tap performances, sponsored by Tampa Bay Taps, follow a
three day tap dancing workshop and festival (June 21-23).
The festival'is open for registration. Tap dancers
and studios interested in being part of this incredible
event may register by calling (727) 278-2801, visit us
online at www.tampabaytaps.com. Tickets available at
www.mypalladium.org or call the Palladium box office
at (727) 822-3590.
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PALLADIUM

at ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE

ST PETERSBURG - Life Force Cultural Arts
Academy will present this year ’s 10th, anniversary
production of LaVeme Reed’s Chocolate Nutcracker
performance at the Mahaffey Theater, December 7th
& 8th, 2007.
Auditions: June 16 & 17 at John Hopkins Middle
School, St. Petersburg.
In addition to our national choreographers, this
year’s choreographic team will also include Ms.
Patricia Paige and Suzanne Pomerantzoff from Gibbs
High School PCCA program, A. Smythe from the
Broadway Lion King, and Latin Percussionist
Freddie Montes.
For more information call (727) 216-3519 or
lifeforcechocolate@yahoo.com.
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Tampa Bay Area Fred Astaire Dance
Studio: What Dreams Are Made Of...
Friday, May 25,7:30 p.m., $15

► © Saint Petersburg Opera Company
& the FloriMezzo Orchestra present:
Puccini's LaBoheme
Friday, June 8,7:30 p.m.
Sunday, June 10,2 p.m. Matinee
Tuesday, June 12,7:30 p.m.

Tickets: $15-$75
► Side Door Jazz

The Nate Najar Trio with Chuck Redd

Clementine Hunter, Nativity (1970-1985)
Collection of Martha and Jim Sweeny

Thursday, June 14,7:30 p.m., $20

► Impact 1000
Sunday, June 17,11 a.m., FREE ADMISSION

Life Skills Graduation
Monday, June 18,6:30 p.m., FREE ADMISSION

FloriMezzo
Summer Wind Ensemble Concert

March 31-July 8

Saturday, June 23,7:30 p.m.,$10-$15

135 UNFORGETTABLE WORKS,
MANY BY AFRICAN AMERICANS
Audiences ore raving:

"l/lfowJ"

ST. PETERSBURG
©LISAiRWATUR

"Amazing!"
"Phenomenal!"

AREA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
FloridasBeach.com

{Petersburg Biot
In the know. In the Times.
tampabay.com

Tampa Bay Tap Dancing Festival
Got 2 Tap!

S
S

Sunday, June 24,3 p.m., $6—$10

a
O

► American Stage Summer Camp

<2
Q

Making Marvelous Musicals
Thursday, June 28,5:30 p.m„ FREE ADMISSION

i rim febrigue, photo by Imny Mcgla

NOW THRU JUNE 10

wer
A

In Sarasota next to the Ringling
Museum on US 41 (Tamiami Trail)

,800-361-8388

Additional Support from the City of St. Petersburg and the
Renaissance Vinoy Resort & Golf Club.

255 Beach Drive N.E.
727.896.2667 • www.fine-arts.org

BOX OFFICE (727) 822-3590 • www.mypalladium.org
253 FIFTH AVE. N., ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701
MEDIA SPONSOR
Pdtndntm

2007 OLYMPIAN SPONSORS Gus & France; Stavros, Hough Family Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey,
Progress Energy, R8C Oain Rauscher, Sembler Company,'Synovus Bank, Tech Data, St. Petersburg Times, Ray and

QLlIll

Nancy Murray. Sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the

'

Florida Arts Council, the National Endowment for the Arts and the City of St,-Petersburg.

Additional Parking at Synovus Bank 333 3rd St. N.
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ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
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Congratulations To Our
Granddaughter

Congratulations Seniors
We ’re So Proud of You

Kreg M. Brown
Admiral Farragut Academy
Graduated on May 19,2007

Candice L. Bridges
NorthEast High
Graduated on May 21,2007

Ashley M. Bridges
NorthEast High
Graduated on May 21,2007

Aliya P. Flanagan
Class of 2007
University of Florida
BS Degree Communications (Radio and TV)

Lewis and Mary Glowers
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Awards
8 Scholarships

Marquel Robinson
Boca Ciega High
Graduated on May 21,2007

Chelsea Odoms
Boca Ciega High
Graduated on May 21,2007

Marcus J. Haughbrook
NorthEast High
Graduated on May 21,2007

The Brown, Bridges, Haughbrook, Robinson, and Odoms Families
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Remembering
The Gibbs Gladiators

Jamiya Harris Awarded (DVA) Jesse Brown
Memorial Youth Scholarship
ggWBBBBBSg

Jamiya Harris
Bay Pine’s Voluntary Service is proud to
announce and congratulate Student
Volunteer, Jamiya Harris. Ms. Harris is the
First Place Recipient of the Disabled
American Veterans (DAV) Jesse Brown

Memorial Youth Scholarship Program.
The DAV Jesse Brown Memorial.
Scholarship Program is designed to
encourage youth volunteers to become
active in Department of Veterans Affairs
Voluntary; Service Student Program. This
prestigious award is offered annually to
outstanding student volunteers who are
very active in VAVS program. Ms.
Harris, the granddaughter of Agnes
Washington, Escort Dispatcher, volunteers
in Escort Service, Voluntary Service
Office and at the Main Information Desk.
Jamiya is a junior at Boca Ciega High
School and holds a 3.8 GPA. Ms. Harris will
be receiving a $15,000 scholarship to
any college of her choice. Voluntary
Service is currently accepting student
applications from students who are
interested in joining this “elite” program.
Please call (727) 398-9394, Monday
through Friday 8 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. foP
information.

Left to Right: Robert Mobley, Arielle Lacy,
Brittany Clarke, Demetria Bizell, Deshawn
Johnson, Joshua Garner, Tracy Johnson and
Alexander Lyons (Not Pictured)
By: THOMAS PACKER
Eta Rho Chapter, St. Petersburg, Florida

In keeping with its desire to promote
excellence among high school seniors chose 8
students to receive the chapter monetary awards.
Over the past 10 years the chapter has
successfully aided 61 students in their college
pursuits. Many students return year after year to
express their thanks for the support and
encouragement they received from both
individual brothers and the chapter. The men of
Eta Rho work tireless in sponsoring special
fundraisers through Eta Rho Education Services;
the chapter’s specially designed non-profit
501 ©3 charitable organization. The chapter is
already underway with plans to award more and
larger awards in 2008.

Gibbs graduating class
and
Principal
Antelia
Campbell

Mr. Alfred Williams, Gibbs Alumni
□
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Congratulations On A
Great Accomplishment

Congratulations To

Our Graduate

FCAT IS A BREEZE

|

F

We Are So Proud Of You
Congratulations
■

Congratulations To Ashley Aquil for

Outstanding Achievement on the 2007
FCAT

Shiniqua A. V. Demmlngs
Class of 2007, Lakewood High School;
Ishmaeel Malik Nash
Son of: Mr & Mrs. Harrison Nash
Gibbs High School
Class of 2007

From Mrs. Ethel Johnson,

& The Weekly Challenger Staff

Dionne Sanchez
Class2007
Maximo Elementary School
Recognized for being apart of Crime
Stoppers and for being an outstanding
citizen in her school commuity.

Your Parents: RobertSanchez and

Deondra Riley-Sanchez

Ms. Demmings will continue her education by
attending Johnson and Wales University, Miami,
FL, with a concentration in Culinary Arts and
Business Management. In recognition of her
diligent work she received 3 scholarships:
Bright Futures, National Student Organization
Scholarship and the Presidential Scholarship.

Ashley, a 3rd grader at Maximo Elementary,
scored at the highest level-5 in
Reading and Mathematics.
Ashley is the daughter of
Askla and Lunique Aquil
and the Granddaughter of
Louis Williams

The Proud Demmings Family
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SECTION B

VYRLE
continuedfrom front page
proclamation from the City of St. Petersburg proclaiming May 19, 2007 as
Vyrle Davis Day.
The Honorable Governor Charlie Grist said, “I call him Mr. Davis
because he was my principal at St. Petersburg High School.” As a senior
high school student, Governor Crist had the historical honor of witnessing
the first African-American principal in St. Petersburg at work. He said:
“This is a man who cares, and who has touched our lives in ways we may
never understand. It was like being a part of a real-life ‘To Sir With Love’
experience.”
Councilman and cousin, Earnest Williams shared stories about a family
of educators. About Roulack High School in Chipley, named for their
family. Recalling Vyrle’s fund-raising phone calls to him, he said, “Vyrle
would say: “Look. Send me a check.” Vyrle knew Williams would not want
the family to think he was selfish, he said. Councilman Williams thanked
everyone for giving his cousin his flowers while he lives to enjoy the honor.
Commissioner Welch said: “Sometimes Vyrle was an agitator, and an
instigator. Occasionally, you have to rock the boat to get things done”.
When Mr. Davis was called upon to respond he said: “When Doris
Swangle asked me about this, I couldn’t tell her no, because 1 like a little
praise myself,” drawing laughter from the crowd.
According to his biography, Mr. Davis spent his 38-year professional
career in education in Florida’s Hillsborough and Pinellas counties, of
which, thirty-five years were in Pinellas as a teacher, guidance counselor,
high school assistant principal, principal, director of school operations, and
area superintendent.
Moving to Tampa as an infant, he attended Hillsborough County
schools. He graduated from Middleton High School and received a Bachelor
of Science degree in Elementary Education as well as a Master of Education
degree in Administration/ Supervision from Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University (FAMU), and moved to St. Petersburg in 1960,
He is credited with starting the 500 Role Models of Excellence Program
Committee to Help Upgrade Minority Students (C.H.U.M.S.), along with
the Pinellas County Schools Minority Leadership Program to prepare
qualified African-Americans for administrative positions in the school
system. He also established the St. Petersburg Chapter of the FAMU
Alumni Association.
Mr. Davis was instrumental in St. Petersburg High School’s receipt of
the National Recognition for Excellence in Education Award, and in
establishing the school’s renowned International Baccalaureate Program.
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He also spearheaded the drive to renovate and expand the physical plant at
the school so that quality programs would operate in quality facilities.
As founder of the highly respected Ebony Scholars Program in
St. Petersburg, Mr. Davis has helped numerous high-achieving AfricanAmerican students find greater success in high school and college by
providing speakers and supportive curriculum that supplement their high
school courses. He currently serves as president of the Ebony Scholars
Committee and coordinator of each year’s curriculum.
In addition, he was appointed by Governor Jeb Bush to the Professional
Practice Education Committee, and by newly elected governor, Charlie
Crist, to his Transition Team on Education. Mr. Davis has received
numerous awards including: Outstanding Educator of the Year from the
Suncoast Chamber of Commerce; the Liberty Bell Award from the St.
Petersburg Bar Association, and the Outstanding Educator award given by
the Fred Minnis Bar Association. He was also selected by the Downtown
Rotary Club to have a room named after him at Academy Prep, a local
school offering low-income African-American students a rigorous,
Structured educational environment plus continuing support upon
graduation.
Following his retirement in 1995, Mr. Davis has spent countless hours
working to improve the quality of life for South St. Petersburg citizens.
With several others, he founded and currently chairs the African-American
Voter Research and Education Committee (AAVREC). The group quickly
gained political influence, successfully backing single-member districts for
Pinellas County Commission and School Board, and helping to elect a
black county commissioner and the first black (elected) School Board
member. AAVREC was the first organization in the Tampa Bay area to seek
restoration of rights for felons who have served their time. AAVREC has
been an all important player in creating and increasing the influence of the
African-American community in city and state elections through actions
such as: conducting workshops to groom candidates for office and inviting
elected and other civic officials from state through local levels to speak on
issues pertinent to the community. After the 2000 national election with its
contested results and questionable treatment of black voters, Mr. Davis was
appointed to a committee to review voting processes.
He was also among those who successfully persuaded the School Board
to conduct a nationwide search to fill the superintendent position. Mr. Davis
works very hard in the struggle to overcome the achievement gap between
white and black public school students in Pinellas, including co-chairing the
■■ Concerned Organizations for Quality Education for Black Students
(COQEBS), COQEBS serves as an advisor to the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund in its, lawsuit to have the Pinellas School system comply with the
standing court order that requires proof of equality of education.
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STATE NEWS
Giuliani Says His Approach On Taxes,
Health Care Opposite Of Clinton And
Obama
ORLANDO (APj - Republican
presidential candidate Rudy Giuliani took
swipes at Democrat Hillary Clinton on taxes
and health care Friday, saying her approach
on both would hurt the country.
The former New York mayor asked a
group of central Florida business and
political leaders which Democrat said the
following in 2004: “We’re going to have to
take things away from you for the common
'good.”
When someone answered “Hillary,”
Giuliani said, “Hillary. That’s right. You win
the prize. You just won whatever the prize is
going to be - lower taxes.”
“I have an opposite position,” Giuliani

said. “My position is we should figure out
how to give things back to you for the
common good.”
Later, when Giuliani was asked about
health care and how to control the
increasing costs of government programs
such as Medicare and Medicaid, he said the
government needs to wprk with private
markets and give people more choices.
Then he again mentioned Clinton,
saying the alternative is “HillaryCare, which
is just put more people on a government
program. It’s going to get worse and
worse.”
He predicted health care would be a
major battle in next year’s election between
z

Republicans and Democrats.
“When I said Senator Clinton, I don’t
mean to suggest she’s the only one. I think
some of them would go even further than
she would,” Giuliani said, saying that
former North Carolina Sen. John Edwards
has a similar plan and acknowledging he’s
not familiar with Illinois Sen. Barack
Obama’s health care plan.
“We need to figure out private market
solutions for health care, and if we do that
and create this big market, that will
discipline the cost and help to create the
quality,” he said.
The Clinton campaign wouldn’t
comment on Giuliani’s remarks.

Local Zetas Attend Florida State
Leadership Conference
Emma Cavin Inducted into “The Zeta Hall of Fame”
ST PETERSBURG - Eight members of
the Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter of Zeta Phi
Beta Sorority motored to Daytona Beach for
the Florida State Leadership Conference, an
annual May activity for the organization.
Chapter president, Alma Bell, Dr. Ferlita
McNeill, Kay Mullen, Sueise Edwards,
Rosa Nesbitt, Margaret Redvict, Emma
Cavin, and Ms. Jo Lampley, president of the
Zeta Amicae Auxiliary, left St. Petersburg
on Thursday evening and Friday morning to
prepare for the conference, held at the Plaza
Resort and Spa on Daytona’s sandy shores
and beautiful beaches.
This Florida State Leadership Conference
allowed the group to be enlightened and
entertained through a weekend of seminars,
banquets, and cultural activities. Friday’s
opening banquet program showcased the
talents of Windell Campbell, a Tampa
educator and professional storyteller. For

more than 30 minutes, Mr. Campbell kept
the group laughing as he retold famous
fairytales in his own special way. In his
version, the fairytale, “Cinderella” became
“Rindecella” and her kicwed Mep-Stother.
It was a hilarious rendition!
Following Mr. Campbell’s performance,
awards were given to chapters all over the
state for raising funds for scholarships,
completing community service projects,
holding workshops for chapter growth and
development, and providing service to the
organization. Projects completed by the
chapters promoted the national theme, which
is Z-HOPE, “Zetas Helping other People
Excel through Mind, Body, and Spirit.
Local member, Emma Cavin, was
inducted into the Zeta Hall Of Fame. This
honor is bestowed upon individuals who
have gone well above the norm in providing
leadership and service. Ms. Cavin has been

a member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.
since 1965. Except for a short time in the
late seventies, she has been an active and
very diligent community volunteer,
committee worker, committee chairperson,
and officer with the local chapter while she
also served in offices on the state and
nation’al levels. She currently holds the
office of National Youth Director. For more
than eleven years, Ms. Cavin served as
National Director of Oratorical Contests,
which she will continue to do, along with
her other duties, through 2008.
The entire weekend was special for the
St. Pete group. Each one will tell you that
the experience was all that she had hoped
for and more. Zeta Phi Beta Sorority is a
“Community Conscious, Action-oriented
Organization”that was founded in 1920 on
the campus of Howard University in
Washington, DC.

FAMU Grad Wins Fulbright

Florida Lottery retailers are vital to our

support of education. Thanks to them, we’ve

sent more than 300,000 high school

TALLAHASSEE - Florida A&M
University (FAMU) graduate Misha Granado
left college this spring with a master’s degree
in public health and a prestigious research
opportunity as a 2007-2008 Fulbright
Fellow. Granado will spend nine months in
Barbados, West Indies investigating barriers
in breast cancer screening practices in women
and examining ways to promote crosscultural interaction between Barbadian and
American health care providers, researchers
and academicians.
The FulbrightProgram for U. S. students,
sponsored by the U.S. Department of State,
awards about 1,200 grants annually to enable
recipients to undertake research projects,
advanced study, or teaching opportunities
for an academic year in more than 140
countries. Established in 1946, the Fulbright
Program aims to foster international goodwill
through increased mutual understanding
between the people of the United States and
the people of other countries.

Granado said her research is hoping to
dispel the myth that all individuals of
African descent can be grouped into one
race when examining the issues of late-stage
breast cancer detection. Her studies have
shown breast cancer is diagnosed at later
stages in African Americans and women of
African descent. Thus, Granado said
strategies to increase early detection must be
developed. “I will identify the similarities or
differences among perceived barriers to
breast cancer detection, thus possibly
indicating that culture rather than race is a
better determinant of behavior,” she said.
Granado will develop interview guides
and questionnaires to conduct focus group
studies with Barbadian women to assess
their understanding of the importance of
early breast cancer screening and detection.
Her data collection will take place at The
Chronic Disease Research Centre, Tropical
Medical Research Institute of the University
of West Indies with noted Barbadian breast

and prostate cancer researcher, Dr. Annslem
Hennis. Sht vill seek to publish the results
of her studies.
Granado previously received a master’s
degree in community psychology from
FAMU, and has extensive experience in
providing home-based counseling to at-risk
children and adolescents—a skill she said
has taught her to facilitate change within a
community a people. She was one of 15
graduates of the spring 2007 class in the
FAMU Institute of Public Health (IPH),
where she served as vice president of the
student organization, the Future Public
Health Professionals (FPHP). “We are very
excited about Misha’s accomplishment and
the wonderful experience she will gain in
utilizing her research tools,” said Dr.
Cynthia Harris, IPH director and professor.
“It certainly bodes well for the Institute and
FAMU, in general, regarding the
outstanding caliber of students and the high
quality of public health training received.”

students to Florida colleges on Bright
Futures Scholarships; contributed more

than $17 Billion to education statewide;
and helped build, renovate and maintain
600 public schools. We couldn’t do it without

you, our players. When you play, we all win.

Florida Lottery®
Visit flalottery.com to learn how we’re
supporting education in your county .
© 2007 Florida Lottery

Class Acts At The Mahaffey Theatre
At The Progress Energy Center
Launches New Website
ST. PETERSBURG - Class Acts at the Mahaffey Theater at the
Progress Energy Center for the Arts is a unique education program that
offers quality arts experiences in the forms of workshops, master
classes, and artist residencies to Pinellas County elementary, middle,
and high schools and community organizations. Now entering its 15th
year, the Class Acts program proudly announces the launch of their
website, www.stpeteclassacts.com.
The website presents an unprecedented level of interactivity to
Class Acts participants by offering an online blog (web diary),
downloadable curriculums, and educator resources, all in an easily
accessible, user-friendly format. The Class Acts event calendar, season
brochure, and reservation form is also now available online. By
presenting resources and materials in a web format, Class Acts allows
foFfurther synergy between arts and education through technology
while engaging students on the web.

Class Acts is the education and outreach program of the Mahaffey
Theater at the Progress Energy Center. For more information on the
Class Acts program contact the Education & Community Arts Manager
at (727) 892-5891 or visit www.stpeteclassacts.cbm. Class Acts is
presented by the Mahaffey Theater at the Progress Energy Center with
support from Progress Energy, the Division of Cultural Affairs Florida
Arts Council, Florida Department of State, Pinellas County Arts
Council, the City of St. Petersburg, SMG and the Mahaffey Foundation
for the Performing Arts. Class Acts is a program of “Mayor’s Mentors
& More.”
Visit www.mahaffeytheater.com for more information. For the Box
Office call (727) 892-5767. The Mahaffey Theater at the Progress
Energy Center for the Arts is managed by SMG. For more information
visit www.smgworld.com.
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NATIONAL NEWS
800 Gather In Mobile,
Alabama For Links Southern
Area Biennial Meeting
Foundation; Thelma Mumford-Glover (Magnolia
Chapter) Atlanta, GA.,, was elected Chair of the
Nominating Committee; and other members
elected to the Nominating Committee included
Jessie Jones, Wilson-Rocky Mount-Tarboro, NC;
Nancy Barnes, Augusta, GA; Yvonne Mims
Evans, Charlotte, NC; and Patrice Hinnant,
U...HHIHI..
,, f„, , ..... . ...........
Greensboro, NC.
New Officers: Thelma Mumford Glover; Linda Dilworth
Fifteen local chapters within the Southern
(Tallahassee); Tamera Young Lee; Eneid Francis; Mary
Currie and Gwendolyn Lee (National President)
Area received the distinguished and coveted
“Programming Awards.” .»Umbrella project
MOBILE, AL - Seventy-Five Chapters within winners Were the Orangeburg Chapter, 1st place;
the Southern Area of The Links, Incorporated met Atlanta Chapter, 2nd place; and Durham Chapter,
in Mobile for their 39th Southern Area third place. National Trends & Services project
Conference on May 1 through 6 at the Riverview winners were the Orangeburg Chapter, 1st place;
Plaza Hotel. More than 800 conference attendees Greater Miami Chapter, 2nd place; and Selma
registered for the four-day meeting participating Chapter, 3rd place. Services-to-Youth project
in plenary sessions, workshops, chapter exhibits, winners included Triangle Park (Durham)
social events and tours in and around the Gulf Chapter, 1st place; Fort Lauderdale Chapter, 2nd
Coast city. The area conference was designed to place; and Tampa Chapter, 3rd place.
add to the rich legacy of Links which is based on International Trends & Services winners were
friendship and service in all aspects of community Crown Jewels (Charlotte) Chapter, 1st place;
involvement. Participants traveled to Mobile from Winston-Salem Chapter, 2nd place; and Atlanta
other parts of Alabama as well as from the states Chapter, 3rd plqce. Winners in The Arts projects
of Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida, Georgia, North included Savannah Chapter, 1st place; Charleston
Carolina and South Carolina; the Bahamas and (SC) Chapter, 2nd place; and Columbia (SC)
South Africa. Local Conference Chair, Dr. Yvonne Chapter, 3rd place. More than twenty additional
Kennedy (Louisiana State Representative) chapters were congratulated for “Best Practices”
expressed her excitement, “We, the members of in their programs.
the Greater Mobile Chapter of The Links, Inc.,
want to thank the members and delegates of this
dynamic group of African American women for
coming to our historic Mobile setting.”
The delegate at this 39th Conference'of the
Southern Area Links elected a new slate of
officers for this 2007-2009 biennium. Mary F.
Currie (Atlanta Chapter) Atlanta, GA, was elected
Area Director; Eneid A. Francis (Pontchartrain
Chapter) New Orleans, LA, was elected Area Vice
Director; Tamera Young Lee (Tuskegee Chapter)Miami Chapter: (l-r) Cheryl Capers, Georgia
was elected Area Secretary; Linda Dilworth Montgomery, Renee Jones, Margaret McCrary,
(Tallahassee) was re-elected Area Treasurer; Janet Juanita Johnson, Agenoria Paschal-Powell, Angela
T. Turner (Dogwood City Chapter) Atlanta, GA, Robinson Bellamy, Alma Dodd, Margaret
was re-elected Area Representative to The Links Thompson Johnson, and Dr. Gwendolyn Lee

Coaches Helping Teachers
Sharpen Students’ Skills
SEATTLE (AP) - Eager to help more students
pass the state’s standardized math test, some
school districts are turning to instructional
coaches to give teachers real-time advice as they
try to sharpen students’ skills.
It seems to be working for Brian Coffey, a firstyear science teacher at Seattle’s Aki Kurose Middle
School who was assigned to fill in for a math
teacher who recently went on maternity leave.
Two math coaches, one. based at the school
and another who travels the district, regularly sit
in on his classes and offer tips on how to connect
better with students.
“It’s been a wonderful experience,” said Coffey,
who took calculus in college but no matheducation courses. “It’s always good to get feedback
about teaching, but math-specific feedback
really helpful.”
Seattle has five district-wide and 10 schoolbased math coaches and hopes to hire more this
spring, Rosalind Wise, the district’s K-12 mathprogram manager, told The Seattle Times.
,/
Gov. Christine Gregoire signed legislation this
month earmarking $5.4 million to train 50 math
coaches in the 2007-09 biennium and 25 science
coaches in 2008-09.
The pilot project is part of a $69 million state
initiative to boost math and science achievement.
It includes a revision of state math standards and
curriculum, pay incentives for math and science
teachers who work in challenging schools and $40
million in teacher training.
Nearly half of high school sophomores failed
the math section of Washington Assessment of
Student Learning last spring. Three-quarters of
them were minority students.
Educators say they’ve seen instructional
coaching work well across racial and economic
lines in reading. “We’ve seen very powerful results,
particularly when coaches are embedded in the
daily lives of teachers,” said Stephen Fink,
executive director of the University of Washington
Center for Educational Leadership.
Coaches usually work directly with teachers.
Sometimes they take over to present model lessons.
They observe, give feedback and free up teachers so
they can figure out what’s working and what’s not.

is

The state has seen dramatic improvement in
reading comprehension and test scores in highpoverty schools with low test scores where
federally funded reading coaches have worked the
past four years, according to the Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
In 51 schools with fourth-grade reading
coaches, low-income Students gained an average
of 26 points in fourth-grade WASL scores from
2003 to 2006, compared with a 10-point gain for
all low-income students in the state, said Lexie
Domaradzki, Reading First administrator for
OSPI.
Among minority students, she said, those in
schoQls with Reading First coaches significantly
narrowed the achievement gap with white students.
Coaches review student work to help identify
gaps in knowledge. They watch students, noting
when they’re engaged and when they tune out.
And they suggest training for the school and
entire district to build teachers’ classroom skills.
At times, the state has found that coaches can
be misused, Domaradzki said.
Principals have called on them to fill in as
substitute teachers, and asked them to evaluate
teachers, undermining their role as supporters and
mentors. Sometimes principals ask coaches to
work one-on-one with struggling or disruptive
students, and they don’t always insist that teachers
who need improvement work with a coach.
Scott Meltzer, a first-year math coach who
splits his time between Aki Kurose*and the
African-American Academy K-8, said high
teacher turnover is a problem at many inner-city
schools. Coaches can make a difference, he said,
by suggesting ideas for new teaching methods and
help finding engaging classroom materials.
Some teachers lack strong math,backgrounds.
According to the National Center for Education
Statistics, 55 percent of Washington secondary
math teachers held majors in math in 2000, the
most recent year for which figures are available.
Meltzer said coaches with math expertise can
help bridge that knowledge gap.
“Our focus is on the students’ work,” he said,
“and how we as a team can make that better.”
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DNC Celebrates Brown Vs.
Board Of Education Anniversary
Washington, DC - Democratic National
Committee Chairman Howard Dean issued the
following statement in honor of the 53rd
Anniversary of Brown v. Board of Education:
“It has been fifty-three years since the
Supreme Court’s historic Brown v. Board of
Education decision which repudiated the decadesold ‘separate but equal’ doctrine that relegated
African-American children to second-class
educational opportunities. America has made
much progress in our efforts to improve the
quality of education and alleviate educational
disparities but we still have much work to do.
“I am proud that Democrats have taken the
lead, on eliminating barriers to higher education
and have worked to increase access by addressing

issues of college affordability. Higher education is
a bridge to the future for many lower income
families that are striving to succeed. By cutting
student loan interest rates, Democrats are making
that dream more attainable.
“If we are to truly honor this historic decision
we must also continue to work1 to secure full
funding for No Child Left Behind’s special
education, math and science initiatives and after
school programs to help close the gaps in public
education that still exists across racial, social and
economic lines. We must also resist the pull of re
segregation by fully integrating all Americans into
our educational system and by embracing the
diversity which makes this country so great. ”

Freedom Riders Marker, Park
Planned Near Anniston
ANNISTON, AL(AP) - A permanent marker
on the Alabama Highway 202 site of the infamous
Freedom Riders bus-burning 46 years ago could
be installed soon.
The Greyhound bus burned on Mother’s Day
in 1961 when a white mob attacked seven
Freedom Riders during their trip across Alabama
to test desegregation of buses and terminals.
The planned memorial near Anniston is
almost in Bernard Emerson’s front yard. He
witnessed the bus attack.
Emerson said that as far as he *knows, he and
his wife are the only people in the neighborhood
with a historical link to the event.
“We observed it from our front porch,”
Emerson told The Anniston Star.
He watched the bus pull into Forsyth and Son
grocery between Anniston and Bynum after its
tires, slashed by the mob, went flat. The mob set
the bus on fire soon after.
“It’s one of those things you’ll remember all.
your life, I guess,” Emerson said.
Last Saturday, a group of area residents and
elected officials memorialized that past and its
lessons.
Members of the Theta Tau Chapter of the
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity unveiled a sign near the
bus-burning site.
The sign was removed after the unveiling
ceremony. Officials explained that it will be
permanently installed once the site is transferred
to Calhoun County by the state Department of
Transportation.
“We don’t have the real OK,” County
Commissioner Eli Henderson told The Anniston

Star. “It’s got to be approved by the Historical
Commission. As soon as they do that; we’re going
to take over and we’ll put it right back up.”
Henderson said he expects to have the sign
permanently installed within three weeks.
Besides the sign, a park dedicated to the
history of the civil rights movement here and
throughout the state is planned, state Rep. Barbara
Boyd said.
Pete Conroy, director of the Jacksonville State
University Environmental Policy and Information
Center, serves on a steering committee working
toward that goal.
Committee members and the men of Theta
Tau pledged to work over the next four years to
make the park a reality.
Conroy said the committee is negotiating with
the state DOT for a few acres near the sign. The
plan is to have the park completed by the 50th
anniversary of the bus burning, and for it to be a
place where people can reflect and learn.
Henderson, who also serves on the committee
working to establish the park, unveiled-the
memorial with fraternity member Willie Duncan.
“It was something that we needed to do,”
Henderson said. “If we don’t put something here
now, four or five years from now we won’t know
where it was.”
Henderson said the county’s engineering
department would help with the engineering and
said the commission "certainly will put some
money into it.”
“The important thing is that we got the sign
up,” he said.
“It was a long time coming,” Duncan added.

Hillary Clinton Says Rebuilding
New Orleans Is An “American
Obligation”

By: BECKY BOHRER

NEW ORLEANS (AP) ^Rebuilding New
Orleans is an “American obligation” the
administration of President George W. Bush has
not met since Hurricane Katrina struck, Hillary
Rodham Clinton said Saturday.
“If talk, bureaucracy and promises were
enough, we would’ve rebuilt New Orleans three
times over by now,” the Democratic presidential
candidate told graduates Dillard University.
The New York senator drew applause at the
historically black college heavily damaged by the
hurricane that hit on Aug., 29, 2005.
“What you do need is actjqn, action supported
by our federal govemmetti.but driven right here in
New Orleans and in the surrounding parishes by
people who understand tfye reality on the ground,
action that leads to real, meas^r^ble improvements,

not six months from now, not a year from now, but
right now,” she said.
'
Katrina flooded 80 percent of the city. Nearly
two years after the storm, about 40 percent of the
population remains displaced. Tens of thousands
of residents cannot return, in part because homes
and apartment buildings took a heavy blow.
“When Americans, suffer, America does as
well. Today, I want to be very clear: Rebuilding
this city is not just an obligation of New Orleans
or Louisiana. It is an American obligation,”
Clinton said.
Clinton cited a plan she outlined Friday in a
meeting with community leaders that she said
would speed the pace of recovery. He proposals
included the appointment of a recovery manager
who would report directly to the White House and
would better organize federal aid.
Mayor Ray Nagin, who attended the
graduation, said Clinton raised points that he has
been making for months, including a need to
streamline government.
It is time for action, rather than words, he said.
Asked whether he thought Clinton’s speech was
simply more talk, he said: “If it’s heeded, it’s
going to be tremendous.”
Katrina also left the campus under up to 10
feet (3 meters) of water and caused an estimated
$400 million (euro296.8 million) in damage.
Several buildings remain closed, and the school
administration works from a downtown office.
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If you think there might be

a warrant for your arrest...
Please call

(727) 322-0664
Avoid the embarrassment of being

ARRESTED!
&3OW ggobd investment. when you t

Fundraiser for Dr. Walter Smith
Library (former-president of FAMU)

s
a

| Invest in the future (today’s students) and

, sulatooffl tamnabaWtrooTO

1 experience high yield returns like you have

It Royal Theatre . |
Summer Arts Campii

\ never seen!

Mistress of Ceremonies:

With a special address by:

|The Summer Arts Camp is I
■ a 13 week Multi-Arts'. -:a
/Program for Children Agegj
|:5-12 and Teens Ages 13-15 J

Webbs
Bail
Bonb

Easy Payment
Plans

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete FI. 33707
FICK OF TM&
WEEK!. . |

I - Now Enrolling! 1

Pam Oliver,

Dr. Glenn Cherry, President/CEO,

WTMP Radio Station:

Sports Commentator

AND YOU, it just won’t be the same without YOU, YOU,
YOU. AND ESPECIALLY YOU!

For further information, contact:

954 206 781

IBs®' Ksv ■

494 317 624

■Ur 21.2007

X Mary White Darby (FAMU Tampa Alumni Chapter President):
(813) 620-0490
2. Foster Barber Shop: Nathaniel Foster or Ben Wright:
(813)254-3593
3. The Weekly Challenger: (727) 896-2922

mSIHh

?!

a
S Child b -

iwb

r** A Star

CA$H 3

DOG DAYS

BOVS 8, OKS CLUBS

Royal Theatre

1011 22nd Street South
Midtown St Petersburg 33712

We are. counting on your contribution tow.
to reo'Ur
an

02-11*1 W
20*26-28

Pie Summer Arts Camp
K• Singing '
• Dance
R • Recording Arts Production (R.Aj’ ) jl
igKfyXjraphic Art
Poetry
Bi • Drama/ Acting
JJ • Arts & Cultural Exploration (A.C
• Fun, Fieldtrips & More

Ph# 727.327.6556

8-2

8-6

1-5

3-7

4-6

7-4

T-SHIRTS . UNIFORMS. SPORTSWEAR . FAMILY REUNIONS . MEMORIALS

PH: <727)823-2500

PH; {727)788-7828

UNIVERSITY
JOIN THE ST. PETERSBURG BRANCH OF THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

“ WE GOT IT !

99

CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS

4 550 1$TH ST. S-

■

EML; SCORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS . SCREEN PRINTING . EMBROIDERY . BANNERS. SIGNS & MORE I

IN CELEBRATING ITS
Florida Alliance for Retired Americans Convention

FLARA’S ANNUAL CONVENTION

74th ANNUAL FREEDOM FUND
BANQUET

Hotel Reservations 1-800-588-4656

With Speaker:

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

DELANO S. STEWART, ESQ.

And AFRICAN AMERICANS

Christian Preschool seeking
FT/Permanent Teacher
CDA preferred; minimum 2 years exp.
required and
Teacher (FT/Summer Only) exp.
required. Call (727) 823-9370

TRAILBLAZERS IN LAW
ENFORCEMENT

SATURDAY, JUNE 2,2006

7:00 p.m.

When: June 4th and 5th, 2007
Where:The Florida Alliance for Retired Americans will hold its
Annual Convention and Quarterly Executive Board
Meeting on June 4th and June 5th, 2007 at the Florida
Hotel and Conference Center, located at 1500 Sand
Lake Road, Orlando, Florida 32809.

jj'ickets and Tables Are Still Available
Contact the St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

ST PETERSBURG COLISEUM
X

1501 16th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 .

CLEARWATER INSURANCE AGENCY

NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS FOR

PERSONAL LINES CUSTOMER SERVICE

AND PROCESSORS POSITIONS
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY, BUT A

535 4TH Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

WILLINGNESS TO WORK AND PRODUCE

■

(727) 898-3310

INSURANCE APPLICATIONS.

CALL (727) 210-0522,
ASK FOR “ED PASSMORE”
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OBITUARIES
Yolanda King, Martin
Luther King’s Eldest
Child, Dead At 51
Thelma E.
Clayton
Bom on November

14, 1919 in Wildwood,
EL to the late Mary R.
and Chester A. Williams.

William (Pete)
Hughes

Carl Fritz
Martin

Clara M.
Ponder

Deacon
Richard Rollins

Bom on October 10,
1958, in St. Petersburg,
to Jessie Hughes and the
late Williams Hughes.

Borti on March 14,
1943 in St. Petersburg to
the late Frank Henry and
Eunice Martin. Carl Fritz
Martin departed this life

Bom on December
12, 1920 in Washington,
D C. Clara M. Ponder
departed this life on May
12, 2007,

Bom on May 28,
1921 to the late Robert
and Carrie Rollins in
Archer, Florida. Deacon
Richard Rollins departed
this life on May 7, 2007.
Those left to cherish
his memories include one
son, Jerome; one daughter
in law, Sherry; two
grandchildren; Richard
C. Sinclair and Chelsea
Simone; brothers and
sisters, Rachael Hunt,
Maggie Smith, Isreal
Rollins, Sally Jolliff,
Mary
Williams
and
Robert Rollins Jr.; and a
host of nieces, nephews,
relatives and mournful
friends.

Thelma E. Clayton
departed this life on

William (Pete) Hughes

Wednesday, May 9,2007.

Wednesday, May 9,2007.

Those left to cherish
her memories include

Those left to cherish
his memories include

sisters, Bessie Williams
and Catherine W. King

two daughters, Shikeylia
N. Hughes of Orlando,

(James) of St. Petersburg;

FL and Shacara Hughes

niece, Deborah M. Rivera

of St. Petersburg; his

of St. Petersburg; greatniece and caregiver, Stacia

mother, Jessie Hughes of
St. Petersburg; sister,

C. Hammond (Todd), two

Debra Ann Edwards of
St. Petersburg, four aunts,

great-grand nephews,
Xavier and Christian
Hammond,

all

of

Brandon, FL; and a host

departed this

life on

four grandchildren and a
host of nieces, nephews
and cousins.

of cousins and friends.

~ SMITH FUNERAL HOME

~ MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

on May 12, 2007.
Those left to cherish
his memories include his
wife, Cynthia Joyce
Martin; four daughters,
Jackie Martin-Jenkins and
Charmaine Coger of St.
Petersburg, Tracy Martin
and Valerie Martin of
Asbury Park, NJ; two
sons, Tyrone Banks of St.
Petersburg and Kenneth
Martin of Asbury Park,
NJ; twelve grandchildren,
five great-grandchildren;
lifelong friend, Rev. R.
David Thornton; other
relatives and friends.

Those left to cherish

her memories include
a daughter, Ema Claire
P.
Highsmith;

granddaughter, Euspaeia
(Stacy) Highsmith, of
Los1 Angeles, CA; god

grandson, Clayton White
of
St.
Petersburg,
brother in laws, Alfred

(Juanita Ayers)
Randy
Bennett,
Seminole, FL.

and
of

~ CREAL FUNERAL HOME

~ CREAL FUNERAL HOME

~ MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

My Mother ’s Name
I gave you my mother’s name
When she got to heaven
She talked to the angels about you
My brothers love you
My child with their mother’s name

“Hey Niecie” they say
“You gon ’ have the family reunion
At your house this year”

ion
ill

They want to call Mama’s name
again
4nd sing and dance again
Laugh again

Without shame
Without excuses
You are wonderful
And we want to tell the world
About you

I am happy
That you are my gift

We are thrilled
That you did not disgrace the name

Excerptfrom, At Sula’s Feet
By: Ersula Knox Odom

We are overjoyed
That we get to love you

■ ■

ortuary
“A Piece of Mlpd, at tl?e Tlnje of Need**

Complete Funeral
& Burial Included
$6995.00

Owner Dwayne E. Matt

and Immaculate Matt

ATLANTA, GA (AP) (ft Yolanda Denise King; the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr. ’s eldest child who pursued her father’s dream of racial harmony
through acting and motivational speaking, has died. She was 51.
King died late Tuesday in Santa Monica, California, said Steve
Klein, a spokesman for the King Center. The family did not know the
cause of death but that relatives think it might have been a heart
problem, he said.
Bom on November 17,1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, King was
just an infant when her home was bombed during the turbulent civil
rights era. As an actress, she appeared in numerous films, including
“Ghosts of Mississippi,” and even played Rosa Parks in the 1978
.miniseries “King.”One of her father’s close aides in the civil rights
movement, the Rev. Joseph Lowery, said Wednesday he was stunned
and saddened by the news of King’s death.
“Yolanda was lovely. She wore the mantle of princess, and she
wore it with dignity and charm,” Lowery said. “She was a warm and
gentle person and was thoroughly committed to the movement and
found her own means of expressing that commitment through drama.”
King, an actor, speaker and producer, was the founder and head of
Higher Ground Productions, billed as a “gateway for inner peace,
unity and global transformation.” On her company’^ Web site, King
described her mission as encouraging personal growth and positive
social change.
King also was an author and held memberships in the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, which her father co-founded in
1957, and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People. Her death comes more than a year after the death of her
mother, Coretta Scott King.
She was the most visible and outspoken among the Kings’ four
children during this year’s Martin Luther King Day in January, the
first since her mother’s death. At her father’s former Atlanta church,
Ebenezer Baptist, she performed a series of solo skits that told stories
including a girl’s first ride on a desegregated bus and a college student’s
recollection of the 1963 desegregation of Birmingham, Alabama.
She also urged the audience to be a force for peace and love, and
to use the King holiday each year to ask tough questions about their
own beliefs on prejudice.
“We must keep reaching across the table and, in the tradition of
Martin Luther King Jr. and Coretta Scott King, feed each other,” King
said.
When asked then by The Associated Press how she was dealing
with the loss of her mother, King responded: “I connected with her
spirit so strongly. I am in direct contact with her spirit, and that has
given me so much peace and so much strength.”
The flag at The King Center, which Coretta Scott King founded in
1968 and where she was a board member, was lowered to half-staff on
Wednesday.
Survivors include her sister, the Rev. Bernice A. King and brothers
Martin Luther King III and Dexter Scott King.
Arrangements were to be announced later, the family said in a
statement.

and family

MORNING GLORY FUNERAL
CHAPEL OF ST. PETERSBURG

Creal Funeral
Home

Affordable‘and Compassionate

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Includes: Removal, Embalming, Funeral Car, Hearse, Casket,

3301 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg

Vault, Obituary, Burial Space with Opening & Closing,

Casket Spray, Funeral Notice and On-Line Guest Book

(727) 323-8132

“Service is the Soul’s Highest Calling”

&

SerwCMy- t6e coemmatctty

J 950

Call: Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D.
(727) 328-0466

Prince and Edna Matt*

Lisa M. Speights
LFD and Owner

State Approved Pre-Funeral

Arrangement Plan

SO SMITH cs

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE
-------SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987 —

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored In Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral industury.
Consider us first for all of your funeral Arrangements,
is 1 Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs.

“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the.
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available

“Upholding a tradition of servicefrom ourfamily to yours"
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
153418th Avenue South • St, Petersburg, FL 33705

To

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355
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--------------- CHURCH EVENTS LISTING----------------NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

The New Hope family invites you to worship with us on
Sunday morning. Our morning begins with Sunday school at 9:00
with classes available for all ages! Bring tlje entire family to learn
more about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10: 30 with the Voices of Hope leading the
congregation in praise. The Music team consists of Michael
McKenny, Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens.
The Bread of Life will be served by our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior. We will be delighted to have you worship with us!
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)
Bible Study (Adult and Youth) will resume on Wednesday

MT. ZION PROGRESSIVE M.B.
CHURCH

FRIENDSHIP MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Join us in celebration of our Pastor’s 8th Anniversary on
Saturday, May 26 at 6:00 p.m. featuring

The Vision Continues............ One Lord, One Faith,
One Baptism, One Church

“The Exciting Gospel Warriors of Tampa”
and the “Hair-larious Darian Perkins”
and much more. more.
Doors open at 5:00 p.m. This is a FREE program.

We wilt continue our celebration with Rev. Terry Brown of
Mauldin, SC bringing the Word of God on Sunday, May 27 at 7:45
and 10:00 a.m.
.
C.A.R.E. (Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts) will meet
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the Youth House located at 1022 20th
Street South. If you or someone you know has an addiction, please
contact Minister Keith Murphy at 321-3440.

Mt. Ziop Children’s Center Summer Blast 2007

evening, May 30th at 7:00. Bring the entire family to learn more
about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at 11:00.
“Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much.” Come
let’s praise God together.

May 21st thru August 10th, 2007
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
School age children from 3-yrs old to 12-yrs old accepted
For more information: Please contact
Michelle Mann at (727) 894 - 4311 ext. 301

UPCOMING EVENTS

GED Classes are held Monday - Thursday 9am - 11am in the
May 26th....................... End-of-the-Year Bash (Youth Ministry)

Genesis building. Transportation is available. Contact Ed Sanford
for more info at 894-4311.

May 27th....................... Recognition of 2007 Graduates
May 28th.................. Memorial Day (Church Office is Closed)

Visit our web site at: www.mzprogressive.org

“Troubles seem smaller when you remember the greatness of God. ”

ST. JOHN M. B. CHURCH
Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr., Pastor

•

YOUTH REVIVAL AT ST. JOHN

You are cordially invited to attend our 2007 Youth Revival May
29-31, at 7:00 p.pi. nightly. The evangelist for the week will be
Minister Joseph McCall, Jr. of New Hope M. B. Church. Guest youth
choirs have been invited to come and render song service each night.
We have set the attire for the duration' of the revival as ‘casual.’
Come comfortable and reverent. We expect to have a glorious time

in the name of the Lord.
Please join us for our weekly worship services on Sunday at
7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. and Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. Prayer
Meeting and Bible Study are on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. and
Friday Prayer Meeting is held at 11:00 a.m. We would be pleased to
have you visit “The Church of Love.”

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. God’s anointed and appointed leader of
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, one who lives and walks in
the spirit; the official staff and the entire Friendship Family located
at 3300-31st Street South, graciously extend to all a welcome “from
the heart” to join us for worship this Sunday. We enthusiastically
await your presence with joy deep down in our hearts.
God has given the vision at the SHIP to Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.
Join us as we venture! into a worship experience in God’s holy
piace, which leads to the victory in Chrisf Jesus. Your spirits will
be lifted by this unique, worship experience.
The entire Friendship Church Family would deem it gratifying
and delightful if you would accept our gesture of hospitality as we
roll out the “blue carpet” for your .arrival.
Join us for 7:45 a.m. early morning worship, 9:30 a.m. church
school and at 10:45 a.m. mid-morning worship.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr', will bring the Word of God to His
people. Our Deacons are in charge of the devotional period; the
Friendship choir under the direction of minister of music Bro. John
Frazier will lift up our Lord and Savipr Jesus Christ in songs of
praise. Our ushers’ ministry along with our hospitality ministry will
gladly greet you with smiling faces.
.
* The Friendship Family will be celebrating our 79th Church
Anniversary and Mortgage Burning. The celebration begins June 310, .2007 at 7:00 p.m. with “seven nights of praise”. Special guest
Dr. Clay Evans, of Chicago, Ill., will be our featured preacher on
June 3 & 4. Other guest Pastors for the week: Pastor Charlie
Barfield — Madison, FI.
Dr. Larry G. Mills 4 Orlando, FI., Pastor Walter Houston,
Cleveland, Ohio, Pastor James B. Sampson - Jacksonville, FL, and
Dr: W.O. Wells - Cocoa, FI.
. Come and join us as we praise God for all of his marvelous
blessings, for he is truly worthy to be praised.
Our Theme for this celebration: “Let the Church Rejoice”.
“He who is filled with love is filled with God himself. ”

CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South

•

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

(727) 894-4311

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzpr0gressiy3.org

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

(727) 822-2089

f

Bethel1894@knology.net j X > j ,11;

Worship Services.................,,.,.7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a,m.

Breakfast Ministry.................Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Church School ...............................9:00 a.m.
Morning Worship....... ...... . ............... ....10:30 a.m.
Bible Study....... ........................ Tuesday 7:00 p.m.
Youth Church .................... Mon & Wed 5:30 p.m.

Sunday School......................... . ............................. ...9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed)......,....................... ...........6:00 p.m.

Bible Study (Wed)............... . ......... ............ .........6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.

Senior Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

Greater 81. Paul Missionary Baplisl
Church

(727) 321-0911

Pastor

Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443;0431

Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Baptist Training Union......................5 p.m.

Scheduled Services:-

Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Rev. Clyde
Williams

Early Morning

-

8:00 a.m.

Church School

-

9:45 a.m.

Mid-Morning

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting & Teachers Meeting

We welcome you at all times

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

11:00 a.m.

-

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

- .

7:00 p.m.

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking tot Tub ProXisEb vision

14

1:4-8)

Sunday
Morning Worship

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

10:45 a.m.

(727) 3274373

Feed The Homeless
2:00 p.m.

^fundanfitflarvest
Worship C e n ter

Early Morning Worship ............................................ ,. .7:30 a.m.

Sunday School............. .................... ............... ................. .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

....................... .. ...................................... 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting .... .7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ..................... .11:00 a.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

‘Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church’

I

)

PCew PCt. Olive 'Primitive baptist
Church
r
Peculiar People Persuaded la Perform 05i& Purpose”

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida ,33712
Phone:(727)327-9904 • Fax:(727)322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

1b

Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Evening Worship .. ..............•........... 6 p.m.

other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Martin, Sr. - Pastor

Email: sjpbc@tampabayrr.com

Morning Worship ...........................11:00 a.m.

(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755

Sunday School ..............................9:30 a.m.

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

Saii)t Johp Frinjitive Baptist Ctyiirc])
Church addrpss: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755

532-33rd Street South • St. Petersburg, FL

www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

Schedule of Services

_____________

Place Your
Church Ad
Today!

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Log on:

(727) 374-1864

www.travelwiththechurch.com

www.abundant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

“Wading Qn ufie (PromisedVision"

Place Your
Church Ad
Today!
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 337,11

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Service

10:00 a.m.

Sunday School

9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)

7:00 p.m.

Bible Study (Wednesday)

7:00 p.m.

Early Morning Worship ........................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ............................. ............ ............ .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .................................................. 11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study ..................................... .... .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
Vintage Bible Study ............................. 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service.......................................................... 6:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Service
............................................... 7:00 p.m.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday
........ ................ 6:30 p.m.

Rev. Clarence

Williams, Pastor

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Pastor

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
“The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

“God’s House In The City”

Pentecostal Tenjple Cljurcl} of God ip Christ
2230 - 22nd Street S„ St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520

Friendship

10th Street Church Of God

Missionary Baptist Church

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

3300 31st Street South

(727) 898-9407

207 - 10th Street North

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Glory

1JP
Elder William
E. Anderson,

(727) 906-8300

9:00 a.m.

Sunday

Sunday School

9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

www.fmbctheship.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday............... 7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Sunday School............ .......................... 9:30 A.M.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

Wednesday..............Noonday Bible Study and

Pastor

Wednesday Evening Prayer...........................6:30 pan.

''Helpitig and
Healing”

''Inspiring and
Instructing”

Wednesday Night Bible Study ..................7:30 p .in.
Rev. Ronald L. Bell

Pastor

"Praying and
Praising”

Thursday.................... 7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

• Morning Worship..............;......................11:00 a.m.

''Serving and Saving

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

“A church working togetherfor the uyhuiCcRng of (god’s kingdom"

Sunday School.....................,.......;............,..9:30 a.m.

The church where what God’s word teaches is practiced!

PRflYUR

20th Street
Church Of Christ
820 20th Street South
St, Petersburg, FL

Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

Home: 896-8006

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Qvd id Christ

Services

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

vf

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Twur Church

Sunday Morning Bible Class
Sunday Morning Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday

9:00 a.m.

Sunday Evening Worship

5:00 p.m.

Monday Evening Bible Class

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class

7:00 p.m.

Sunday School -10:30 aan.

Sunday

A. M. Service -11:30 am.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pm.

10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

PM. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pm.

P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) ■ 5:30 pm.
Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 am.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pm.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pm.

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Queen Street

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631 * www.stmarkch.org

Church Of God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Schedule of Services

(727) 896-4356

Church School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..............................
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ....................... ........ 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Rev. Brian K. Brown

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

“Creating a Q-Cayen ofO-Ccye, ‘T-Cefy, and Q-CeaCingfor Christ’

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

^fytlafrelphttt Cammuntiir Church
The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

Church School ....... 9:00 a.m.

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed)

Praise & Worship Service

Children & Youth Ministry

....................................................................Joyce Robinson

Church School:
Devotion:
Praise and Worship:
Morning Worship Service:
Bible Study each Tuesday:

9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. — 10:20 a.m.
10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling:
(727)327-0015

10:30 a.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin.......... ,............ ........................... ... Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry...................................................................................... James Robinson

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Clerk Ministry.................. ............................................. ........................... Wyvonnia McGee

3940 - I8th AVENUE SOUTH

St. Petersburg, Florida

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study) 7:00 p.m.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

The Old Landmark Cathedral
Church Of God In Christ
Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

Ebenezer New Testament
Church of God

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m

3900 5th AVENUE NORTH

3931 Central Avenue, St Petersburg Florida 33713
(727) 321-8989 • • I
Ebenezerntcog@yahoo.com
www.ebenezerntcog.org

ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE: (727) 642-9839

SUNDAY ;

FRIDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - PRAISE & WORSHIP
Pastor Vivian
Powell-Thomas

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 10:00 a.m.

WEDNESDAY

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION @ 11:30 a.m.

| 7:00 pan.

School of Leaders

WORSHIP SERVICES:

TUESDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - BIBLE STUDY
10:00 aan.
;11:15 ajn.
: 6:00 pan.

Sunday School
Divine Worship
Evening Service

FRIDAY 8
Youth Nite

7:00 pan.

Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

SATURDAY .
Harvest Crusade

7:00 pjn.

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Pastors:
Bishop Ed Nelson &
Rev.'Sharon Nelson

First Baptist Institutional
Church

"Where God's Love Is Radiated and Christ Is Elevated!”

3144 Third Avenue South

David Allen Jr., Pastor

Word of God Broadcast
Watch Pastor Thompson
Sunday Night 7:30 p.m. Brighthouse Channel 95

Dominion Worship Ministries

Discover HOPE
at

“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”

Hope of Glory Church

4016 - 12th Avenue South

Come ’Worship with us...
Sunday Worship Services

St. Petersburg, FL

8 a.m., io a.m., 5y.m.
9:10 a.m. - Righteous Ray

Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship
11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

THE NEW LATTER DAY
DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES, INC.

“Winning Souls and Making Disciples”

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

9:00 a.m. r- 5:00 p.m.

St. Petersburg, FL 33711

(727)321-8574

Monday
7:00 y.m. - Corporate Rrayer

Monday. Wednesday.
Saturday
6:00 a.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

Wednesday ‘Bihte Study
Rev. Wayne G:
Thompson , Pastor

Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.

12 noon, 7:30y.m.

Worshipping at: 5995 M.L. King, Jr. Street South
(On the campus of Lakewood United Methodist Church)
For more information contact the church office at: 727-867-1900

Thursday
7:00y.m. - Tvlusic the Arts
-

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry
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25 and Saturday, May 26, 2007
Jgf BUY ONE ACCESSORY

OR JO get one accessory
of equal or lesser value

50% OFF-

:j

42/13

'-fHigh'Quality ■BpdBmg■

.s:V
.
I

S

Mattress
’BsOSTwin$429.95

5=2*"-' 1

Full$529.95
Queen$599.95
King$799.95

Foundation
$43&©S.FREE

-$319.90F-REE

(Excludes accent furniture)

BUY ANY SIZE
BADCOCK EURO
COMFORT MATTRESS
GET THE
FOUNDATION

(value of up to $319.90)

wawwi

Luther King St. S.
Badcock 2200 Martin
St. Petersburg
homeofurniture

’ Phone: 727 822-3741

Your neighborhood Publix will be open during regular store hours Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 2007

Boneless
Top Sirloin Steak

Flarlda^

Publix Premium Certified Be,ef,,

Athena
Cantaloupe........

USDA Choice, Beef Loins

SAVE UP TO

213.00

A Good Source of Folate, each

SAVE UP TO 2.98 ON 2

BSBff.U 0 L I X

□□□OIZID

Apple Pie..........................

3.99

All American Pie, Choice of Flaky Double Crust or Dutch Apple

With Streusel Topping, From the Publix Bakery, 34-oz size

SAVE UP TO .50

COUPON
LU #5441

BUY FOUR GET ONE

cdcc
I

Nk ll*sss» Xmuc

12-Pack Selected Pepsi Products
12-oz can, Limit one deal per coupon per

Boar's Head®
Top Round
Roast Beef...

949,

12-Pack
Bud Light Beer.................

Po&o Chips..............

SJ38FREE

Or Budweiser, Budweiser Select, or Bud Ice,

Assorted Varieties, Made With

Sliced Fresh in the Publix Deli

12-oz can or bot. or Bud Ice Light, 12-oz bot.

100% Pure Sunflower Oil,

SAVE UP TO .SO LB

(12-Pack Warsteiner Premium or Warsteiner

13.25 or 13.75-oz bag (Excluding Baked!,

Publix Deli proudly features a full

line of Boar's Head® products.

Premium Dunkel Beer, 11.2-oz bot.... 10.99)

Light, and Natural.) (Limit two deals

SAVE UP TO 1.20

On selected advertised varieties.)

SAVE UP TO 3,49

Publix

W H E * I

SHOPPING

IS

A

PLEASURE.’

customer. Customer is responsible for all
applicable taxes. This coupon is non-transferable.

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

Publix.

Coupon effective
May 24-May 30, 2007

Prices effective Thursday, May 24 through Wednesday, May 30,2007.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceoia
Prices not effective at Publix Sabor, Quantity Rights Reserved.

www.publix.com/ads

